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Marble statuettes of children,
end of 4t cent. BC.
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i TppaydoABol, 6% at. t.X. / Sealstones, 6% cent. BC

- H Aatpeia -

H Aptepig, Bed tg dpuong, g {wng Kat TG YovipuotnTag Aatpeudtay atn
Bpavpuwva Kuplwg wg TtpooTdtida To YAROoU, TWV YUVALKWY, TNG YEWNGNG
Kat tg avatpodng Twv atdwy. Me autr thv utdaTaor TG ouvdEeTal
N apkreia, pla TeAetr) pUnong Katd tnv otoia Kopitola amo emipaveiq
aBnvaikég 0LKOYEVELEG, TIOU OVOPAZOVTaV dPKTOL, TIAPEUEVAV OTO LEPO
TIPOKELUEVOU VA TLPOETOLUACTOVV Yia TOV £yyapo Bio Kat tn pntpotnta.
H Aatpeia tng Bpavpwviag Aptéutdog petadépbnke v €moyr tou
MNeloiotparov oe Tépevog atnv AKpoTtoAn twv ABnvwv. Katd t yloptr
TwV Bpaupwviwv KABE 4 XpOvLa, TIOPTTH TILOTWYV EEKLVOVTE ATTO TO TEUEVOG
NG AKPOTIOANG Kal KatéAnye ato Lepo tng Bpaupwvag. Tnv opyavwan
NG yloptig avalapBavav déka teporrotoi, Trou opiloviav pe
KAfpo amo tv adnvaikf BouAr. Ztn yloptr) g O4g, ol 4
(PKTOL CUPPETELXAV 08 AATPEVTIKEG TIPAEELS (TtopTTH, XOPO,
dpopo) yupw aro 10 BwUo Kpatwvtag oTepavia, Tatvieg y
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B The Cult Keipeva: :

Artemis, goddess of nature, life and fertility was worshipped at Brauron Mapia Sté8n, apXatoAdyog Maria Stathi, archaeolc

mainly as the protector of marriage, women, labour and the upbringing ErupéAsia Kewpévou: Text editi"na;”g...

of children. To this specific quality of the goddess a ritual of initiation, the
arkteia, was related. During the ritual the arktoi (bears), girls from renowned
families of Athens, stayed in the sanctuary in order to be prepared for
marriage and motherhood. Peisistratus moved the cult of Artemis on the
Acropolis of Athens. In the four-yearly festival, the Brauronia, a procession

Op EXévn Avdpirov, apxatoAéyog  DrEleni Andrikou, archaec

Ente€epyaocia oxediwv: Plan processing:
Kwvotavtiva Ae)n), oxedidaotpla Constantina Delis, designer
EAiva NMopteAavou, tottoypadog Elina Portelanouyite

started from the the Acropolis and arrived at the sanctuary at Brauron. Ten dwroypadiec: - Photogr na‘ph-‘
public magistrates, called hieropoioi elected by the Athenian Boule were Apxeio B EMNKA Archives 2" EPKA :
responsible for the festivities. During the festival young girls (arktoi), Art director: ~_Artdirector:
holding garlands, bands and torches, participated in various rituals Abnva lakwpidovu Athina lak u_
(procession, dancing and running) around the altar. Sxedlaopoc - Mapaywy: Design - Ef,d'hc jon: -
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Ayyeia kot EL6WAL0 Tapou
TIPOICTOPIKWY XPOVWV.
Vases and bull figurine

of prehistoric times.
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Koppévo ABapt 7
Kommeno Lithari Hill
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HBpavpwva, pta gvdopn ko\ada atnv avatolKn aktr TNGATTLKNG, Slappeetal

arto tov Ttotapo Epactvo, tou ekBalAeL atov KAELGTO Oppo. H Ttpootacia ttou
Ttpocgdepav oL yupw Addol, 1 eudopo £dadog kabwg Kat n E£050G TtpOG T
Bdhaooa tapeiyav i KatdAANAEG GUVBIKEG yia poviun eykatdotaon. Hon ard
Ta TPOLOTOPIKA XPOvia atov Aodo Koppévo NiBdpt, Ttou HeoTtdlel aTov 0o
NG Bpavpwvag, avarrtuyBnke ota téAn tng NeoMBIKI|G TIEPLOSOU OLKLOPOG
Trou durjpKnae pexpL tnv'Yotepn Emoyn tou XaAkov (3500-1200 Tr.X.).

The Site and its prehistory

Brauron is a fertile valley at the east coast of Attica, through which the Erasinos
River flows into the closed bay. The protection offered by the surrounding
hills, the fertile soil and the way out to the sea provided suitable conditions
for permanent habitation. During prehistory, on the Kommeno Lithari hill,

a

predominant spot overlooking the Brauron bay, a settlement was developed

at the end of the Neolithic period that lasted until the Late Bronze Age
(3500-1200 BC).
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| B . \otive tablet, 500-480 BC.

& = Artemis playing cithara.

Tuvaikeia e -
slSWAL, :
7° - 6° a. Tt.X.

Female figurines, §°5
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H wotopia tou tepov

To tepd TG ApTépLdog, atig BA uttwipeleg Tou Addov, fitav éva aro ta
ONUAvTIKOTEPA TNG ATTLKAG. ZTNV AvBnar) Tou cuvéBale n uttooTrpLén
ONUAVILKWV T(POCWTILKOTITWY, TIOU KATAYOVTAV ATIO TO TOTILKO YEVOG
Twv GAdidwy, 0Twg o Nelsiotparog, o MATadng kat o Kipwvag. T
\atpeia épepav cvpdwva pe 1o pubo o Opéatng Kal n Ipyévela, Ta
TtaldLa tou Ayapépvova, Ttou ékAeav aro t yn twv Tavpwv (Kpwuaia) to
€oavo (Ao opolwpa) TNG APTERLOOG Kal e UTTOBELEN TG Bedg ABnvag
katépBacav otnv ATtk yla va 15pUoouv éva LEpo KAl Va TO GTEYAGOUV.
Katd tov Eupumtidn, n Idyévela mapépetve yia 1o uttodouro g wnig
NG WG L€pewa G AptéuLdog ato LepO NG Bpaupwvag, 6ttov Kat TadnkKe.

H rtalaidtepn Aatpeia avayetat otov 9° at. t.X. H tpwtn mepiodog akpng
TOU LepoU tottoBeteital otov 7° at. T.X. Ta Tpwta AATpEUTIKA KTrpLla
1dpuBnKav Tept ta péoa Tou 6 at. .X. 210 armokopUGWHA TNG AKKAG
ToU épOace petd ta péoa tou 5% at. kat otov 4° at. r.X. H eykatdAewyn
Tou ToTtofeTeital Tov 3° at. Tr.X. Kat cuvdEstal TtBavwG Pe uttepyeiALon
Tou Ttotapov Epacivou. Katd aAAn artoyn, To Lepo KataotpadnKe Katd
10 Xpepwvidelo oAepo (267-261m.X.).

Ytoug petaBulavtvoig xpovoug (1450 kat £€ri¢), otnv aroAageupévn

Moppapivn yuvaukeioo §
TAayydva (KovkAa),
350-325 Tt.X.

Marble female doll,
350-325 BC.
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Mepdépato pe XAVTPES amod VOAOPalaL.
Necklaces of glass-paste beads.

The History of the Sanctuary

The sanctuary of Artemis, at the SW foot of the hill, was one of the
most important in Attica. The prosperity of the sanctuary owes
a lot to the support of prominent citizens of the local Philaidae
family, like Peisistratus, Miltiades and Cimon. According to the
myth, Orestes and Iphigeneia, Agamemnon'’s children, stole the
wooden effigy of the goddess Artemis from the Taurian land
(nowadays Crimea) and instructed by Athena, arrived in Attica to
found a sanctuary in order to house it. Euripides mentions that
Iphigeneia served the goddess until her death as her priestess at
the sanctuary at Brauron and was buried there.

The first evidence for cult activity dates in the 9t cent. BC.
The sanctuary goes through its first period of flourishing in the
7t cent. BC. Around the middle of the 6% cent. BC the first cult
buildings were erected, and from the mid 5t cent. and during
the whole 4% cent. BC the sanctuary was at its peak. It was
abandoned in the 3™ century BC, probably due to a flood of the
Erasinos River. According to another opinion it was destroyed
during the Chremonidean War (267-261 BC).

IEPO APTEMIAOS @ emudavela tou Bpdaxov Tdvw amd Tov apyaio vad Kriotnke o vaiokog In the post-Byzantine period (1450 onwards), St George's church
BPAYPQNIAZ @ Tou Aylou lewpyiov. was constructed on the rock cut surface above the ancient temple.
B ATENIIS Ta eupripata ard my avaokadr Tou tepov (1949-1963) extibeviat The finds from the excavation of the sanctuary (1949-1963) are
AT BRAURON 1) o010 Apxatohoyiko Mouaeio Bpavpwvag, now exhibited in the Archaeological Museum of Brauron.
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Naog Aptépudog/ Temple of Artemis : o
AvoAnppatikdg Toixog / Retaining wall

©¢on Bwpov / Position of the altar

Avénpo / Terrace

"Hpwo Ipiyévelag” / “Memorial of Iphigeneia”

ZrnAato - “Tagog Iptyévelag” / Cave - “Tomb of Iphigeneia”
Iepa Owia / Sacred House

MoaAo6 mpomulo / Old Gateway

Meyén Zto / Great Portico

10. Ai6puo / Courtyard

11. TMpoémulo otodg / Gateway of the Portico
12. Bopswx otoa / Northern Portico

13. TMpomuAa / Gateways

AvooKapn TG oTodg, 1961.
Excavation of the portico, 1961.

Mappépivo yqi-.)\./mKsio &yoApQ,
430-400 T.X.
Marble female statue, 430-400 BC.

Mapudpvo avadnuotikd avéylueo, 420/410 t.X.

H untodoxn tng IpLyevelag otnv Bpaupwva omd tov Ala,
N AnTw, Tov ATIOAAWVA Kot TNV APTEULSQL.

Marble votive relief, 420/410 BC. Zeus, Leto, Apollo and
Artemis receiving Iphigeneia at Brauron.

14. AiGwn yépupa / Stone Bridge
15. Mnyn/ Spring
16. Naodg Ayiov lewpyiou / Church of St George

'~ Avookagr Tng 0todg, 1958.
Excavation of the portico, 1958.
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