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H onpacia tov Zouviov yia tTnv moOAn — KpAtog Twv ABnVwv The Significance of Cape Sounion for the City-state of Athens

To akpwWTAPLO TOV ZOUVIoV, N VOTLA artoAngn tNg ATTIKNG, QTTOTEAEL GNUAVTIKO GTPATNYLKO Cape Sounion, the southernmost tip of Attica, is a significant strategic point, whence the
onpeio. Attd ekel, n TTOAN - KPATOG TWV ABNVWV EAeyXe To BaAdoolo Ttépacpa Ttpog o Atyaio city-state of Athens controlled the sea passage to the Aegean Sea and Piraeus, the central
kattov Melpatd, To KEVIPLKO ALPAVL, KaBwg Kal tn XEPoovvnoo NG AQUPEWTIKNAG, HE TaTtAovoLd port, as well as the Lavrion peninsula, comprising the rich silver mines thanks to which Athens
petaAAeia apyupov, xapLg ota ottoia avadeiyOnke og uTtepduvapn tov 5° at. r.X. emerged as aleading power in the 5% century BC.

O ap)aLoAoyLKOG XWPOG TOU Zouviov The Archaeological Site at Sounion

Méoa oo ppovplo (1) Tou akpwrnpiov, T0 uPnAdtepo onpeio katalapBavel To Lepd Tou Inside the fortress (1), the summit is occupied by the sanctuary of Poseidon (2). Entering
Mooedwvog (2). H eicodog oto Gppouplo yvdtav ard tnv TUuAn oto BA tprjpa tou teiyoud. through the gate at the NW part of the fortification wall, one ascended through the settlement
ATto tnVv VAN, avndopiZovtag péca aro Tov oKLoPO (3) Ttou KAAUTITE TLG TIAAYLEG, KATEANYE (3) which covered the slopes to reach the monumental gateway of the sanctuary. Nowadays,
KQAVELG 0TO TIPOTIUAO TOU LEPOU. ZHUEPQ, O ETILOKETITNG ELOEPKETAL 0TO hpouplo avopBidoa, the visitor enters the fortress crossing over the east part of the wall. In the sandy cove north
UTTEPTINSWVTAG TO AVATOALKO OKEAOG TOU TELXOUG. 2TOV ApPWAN HUXO Tou 6ppov Bopela Tou of the cape the port (4) was located. On the rocky shore at the entrance of the inlet, ship sheds
akpwtnpiov Bprokdtav 1o Atpavi (4). Ztnv eicodo tou 6ppov, dtapopdwvovtat atn Bpaxwdn (5) were cut out for warships to be hauled.
aKTH 0L VEWooLKoL (5) yia T otaBpevon TroAeptkwy TrAoiwv. Mepita 400 . BopeloavatoAikd, About 400 m to the northeast, the sanctuary of Athena (6) occupies the flat top of a low hill.

10 LEPO TNG ABNVAG couviadog (6) kataAapBavel tnv emittedn kopudn xapnAov Addov.

O Apxalodoyikos Xwpos tou Zouviou * The Archaeological Site of Sounion
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EAatoypaepia, H.J. Johnson, tepito 1884
Oil painting, H.J. Johnson, c. 1884

O Apxarodoylkdés Xwpos tou Xouviou * The Archaeological Site of Sounion

H katoiknon otnv tepLoyn tov Zovviou

To dpoVplo Kat Ta LEPA avrkav oTo drHo TWV 2OUVIEWYV, OTIWG dLapopdwlnKe pe TNV
TTOALTELAKT petappuButon tou KAetoBévoug to 510 1t.X. O otklopdg tou ppoupiouv pdAAov
1Tav To KEVTPO ToU SOV, aTtd TOV OTIOL0 £ival YVwoTd Kat GAAa katdAourta. 3to TtepLtBaAlov
ToU $poupiov, evrortiletatl otklopog (7) Tavw armo to Apdvt Kat vekpotadeio (8) kKAaoikwv
XPOvwv otnv Ttapalia otov to vaiidpio tou Ayiou Métpou, KABWG Kat TPAPA OLKLOPOU TWV
PWHATKWV Xpovwv (9) dutikd tou Ayiou Métpovu.

H avBpwttivn Ttapovoia otnv TtEPLOXI] HAPTUPELTAL OUWG ATIO TOUG TIPOTOTOPLKOUE XPOVOUC.
AT6 o akpwtrplo avapEpovrat tadot (10) tng Mpwipng Ertoxrng tou XaAkou (37 xiA. t.X.).

To ZouUvio oTouG apxaiovg ouyypadeiq

Mpwrtog avadépetat oto 2ouvio o'‘Opnpog (0dvaosta, y 278), Tteptypadovtdg 10 WG T0 «LEPO
akpwtrpLo Twv ABnvaiwv». O Hpddotog (6,87) pag mAnpodopei 0Tt KABe TEoTEPA XPOVLA OL
ABnvaiol opydavwvav ekei peyaAn yroptr kat 0 Ooukudidng (8.4.1) OtL teixioav To AKPWTIPLO
Katd tov Melortovvnotako TtoAepo (413 / 412 1t.X.). To 1ep6 tou Mooeldwvog UVnUoVEUOUV oL
Tpaytkoi rontég Eupumidng kat 2o$hokANG KaL 0 KWHLKOG Aptotodavng.

MAnpodopieg Ttapadidouv epeuvnTég, OTwGg o ZTPAPwV ([Ewypapikd, 1° at. Tt.X. =1° at. p.X.)
Kat o 2tédavog Bulavrtiog (Edvikd, A. Sovuviov, 6° at. p.X.). ZUvtoun avadopd KAVEL 0
mepinyntg Navoaviag (EAAGSog Meptrjynatg) tov 2° at. p.X., oTtote 10 LEPO Tou lNooeldwvog
E£lY€ TTAPAKPACEL KAL 0 VAOG TNG ABNVAG eixe 16N arodopnBel péxpt Ospeliwy kat petadepOei
otnv ayopd twv ABnvwv. O Tteptnyntig avadEpel eapalpéva OTL 0TOV 0PATO GTO AKPWTIPLO
vao etiparo n Abnva. H thdvn autr) e€akoAlovBnoe péyptto 1899, omtote n evpean emypadwv
031yNOE 0TNV QvayvwpLor] Tou w¢ vaov adplepwpévou otov Mooedwva.

0 vaog g ABnvag avayvwpiodnke armo tnv LOLOTUTIN APXLTEKTOVLKY) popdn Tov, TNV oTtola
Tepypadel o Pwpaiog apyttéktovag BitpouBLog (Mepi apyitektovikng, 1° at. tt.X.).

OL teEPLNYNTEG KAL OL APXALOAOYOL OTO Z0UVLO

Arto tov 170 at. Efvol Ttepinyntég ( G. Wheler / 1676, J.-D.Le Roy / 1754, R. Chandler /
1765, E. Dodwell /1805, A. Blouet /1829 k.a.) 0To 20UVL0 QVTIKPUGAV UE POPAVTLKY dLdBeon
TOV EpEITWPEVO Vao tou Mooedwvog. Ot Kioveg TTou oTékovtav 6pOLot, £EKkavav yvwaoto to
aKPWTNPLO WG KaBokoAwvec.

0 Blouet, 6Ttwg Ttponyoupevwg (1797) apxatoAdyol Kat apyLtéktoveg tng Etatpeiag twv
Dilettanti, emtiyeipnos TNV ammoTUTIWOT KAl HEAETN TWV EPELTILWY, TIPOXWPWVTAG ETILONG OF
PEPLKN avaokadr Twv TtpoTtuAaiwy Tou LEpoV. Popavtikoi EMTLOKETITEG TOU VAo, OTIwWG 0
Aopdog Byron 1o 1810, xapa&av 1o Gvopd Toug Ttavw ota Pappapd tou.

H emiotnpovikni €pguva tou vaou tou Mooetdwvog dpyloe to 1884 amo tov apyatoAdyo —
apytréktova W. Dorpfeld, Aievbuvtr tou [eppavikov ApyatoAoyikou lvotitovtou. O apyatoAdyog
BaA£plog 2tdng avéokaye ouatnuatikd (1897 — 1913) pe dartavn tng ev ABrjvatg ApXatoAoyLIKiG
Etaipeiag ta tepd, To TELXOG KAL TOV OLKLONO.

Epyaoieg yia ) otepéwon KAt avactiAwaon Tou vaoy Ttpaypatortolovvtat aro to 1874.
H onuepuvr) elkéva tou vaov diapopdwbnke otnv dekaetia tov 1950 petd tg emeppacelg aro
Vv ApxatoAoytkr| Yrnpeoia pe euBuvn Tou apyltéktova — apxatoAdyou Avactaciov OpAdvdov,
PEAETNTH TOU pvnpeiov.

Habitation at the Sounion Area

The fortress and sanctuaries belonged to the deme of Sounion, formed through the state
reorganization by Kleisthenes in 510 BC. The settlement in the fortress probably forms the
center of the deme, of which more remains are also known. In the surroundings of the fortress,
asettlement (7) islocated over the port and a cemetery (8) of the Classical period on the shore
where the church of Saint Peter is, as well as part of a settlement (9) of Roman times west of
the church.

Prehistoric habitation is also attested in the area. Graves (10) of the Early Bronze Age period
(3 mil. BC) are reported on the cape.

Sounion in the Ancient Writers

Homer was the first to refer to Sounion (Odyssey c 278) as “the sacred cape of the Athenians”.
Herodotus (6,87) informs us that the Athenians celebrated there a great four-yearly festival and
Thucydides (8.4.1) that they fortified the cape during the Peloponnesian war (413/412 BC).
Poseidon’s sanctuary is mentioned by the tragedians Euripides and Sophocles and the comic
poet Aristophanes.

Information is derived from writers like Strabo (Geography, 1t cent. BC — 1t cent. AD) and
Stephanus of Byzantium (Ethnika, w. Sounion, 6 cent. AD). A concise account was written by the
traveler Pausanias (Description of Greece) in the 2™ cent. AD, when the sanctuary of Poseidon
had declined and the temple of Athena was already deconstructed to the foundation level and
transported to the Athenian agora. The traveler wrongly mentions that in the temple visible on
the cape Athena was worshipped, a misconception that lasted until 1899, when inscriptions
found in the excavation proved that the temple was dedicated to Poseidon.

The temple of Athena was recognized by its odd architectural plan, described by the Roman
architect Vitruvius (De Architectura, 1%t cent. BC).

Travelers and Archaeologists at Sounion

From the 17t century on foreigner travelers (G. Wheler / 1676, J.-D.Le Roy/ 1754, R. Chandler
/ 1765, E. Dodwell /1805, A. Blouet /1829 et al.) to Sounion viewed the ruined temple of
Poseidon in a romantic mood. The standing columns made the cape known as Kavokolones.

Blouet, as archaeologists and architects of the Dilettanti Society had done (1797), attempted
to draw and study the ruins, proceeding also to partial excavation of the sanctuary gateway.
Romanticvisitors of the temple, like Lord Byronin 1810, engraved their names on the marbles.

The scholarly investigation of the Poseidon temple started in 1884 by the archaeologist
— architect W. Dorpfeld, Director of the German Archaeological Institute. The archaeologist
Valerios Staes excavated systematically (1897-1913), expenses of the Archaeological Society
in Athens, the sanctuaries, the wall and the settlement.

Works for the restoration of the temple are ongoing since 1874, while its present state is a
result of the work conducted by the Greek Archaeological Service in the 1950s, under the
architect —archaeologist Anastasios Orlandos, an expert on the monument.



TO IEPO TEMENOZ TOY NOZEIAQNOZ

H wotopla Tou Lepov
Jouviov 1pov akpov Adnvaiwv (0dvaoeia, y 278)

0 'Ounpog pHapPTUPEL yla TNV LEPOTNTA TOU ¥WPOU TOUAAXLOTOV artd tov 8° at. Tt.X. XTnv apyatki
Tiepiodo (7°5— 6° at. Tt.X) T0 LEPO ATav akpaio, av kat Xwpig pvnuetakn dtapopdwon.
MARBog adlepwpdtwy Twv Totwv Bpédnkav Bappéva oe amobeteg, Gmou
OUYKEVIPWONKAV PETA TNV Kataotpodr Tou Lepov artd toug MNeépoeg to 480 TrX.
- lMpog ta AN TNG apXaiKrG TIEPLODOU APXLOE Va KTI{ETaL HVNUELWDNG VAOg aTto
’ TIWPOALB0, 0 oTT0l0G KataotpadnKe aro 1oug Mépaeg TtpLv ohokAnpwOei. O vadg
avolkodounenke Ttavw ota BspéAia Tou TtponyoUpEvou Tiepi to 444 — 440 Tr.X.
>Ta KAAOLKA Kat EAANVIOTIKA Xpovia (5% — 2% at. Tt.X.) T0 LEPO fTav TtoAuoUXvVaoTo.
Ekei dlopyavwvotav kaBe técoepa Xpovia AQuTIpr} YLOPTH), GTNV OTToia oL ETtionuot
KATETTAEQV pPE BewPLKO TTA0IO, OTIWG oTo LEPO TNG AnAov. To LepO eykataAsipOnke pe

TNV TIAPaKpr] TNG apxaiag 6pnoKeiag Kat 0 vadg otadlakd EPETtwOnKE.

H popdr Tou Lepov
To tépevog tou Mooeldwvog KataAapBAavel €KTaon TEPITIOV 5 OTPEPPATWV.
Opiletat pe KTLoTo TrePiBOAO KaL EIVALTIPOOLTO PHECA ATTO PVNPELWSEG TTPOTIVAO ota BA.
To onpavtikOTEPO 01KOdOUNUA givat 0 vaog tou MNooeldwvog 0To VOTLO TP Ha ToU, VW
J v BA ttAeupd tou kataAapBavouy n peyaAn BOpELa Kat n HLKPOTEPN SUTLKI) OTOd.

g 4 O vaodg tou Mooeldwvog

0 dwPLKOG vVaog Ttou BAETIOUPE CjEPA OLKOJOUTONKE ATIO TOTILKO PHAPHAPO TNG
AypIA£Lag TIAVW OTa EPELTTLA TOU apy Koy vaov. TV AsTwATLKY) OTEYN eEoTEDAV
avOepwTa akpwtripld. TOUAAKLOTOV TO avatoMKO astwpa (otnv TIAEUPd TG EL6OSOU)
KOOpE(To pe ayaApara. Ztnv idta tAsupd, avayAudpn Lwdopog TIEPLETPEKE TO ECWTEPLKO
TOU TTTEPOV OTO TIAVW PEPOG. OLTTAAKEG TG {wdOpou arto pdppapo tng Mapov ewovitouv
oKknvég artd tnv Kevtavpopayia, Nyavropayia kat toug aBAoug tou Onaoéa. Mpdkettat
yla aAnyopia g vikng twv EAAfjvwv pe Tipwtootdreg toug ABnvaioug katd twv Mepowy,
NG UTTEPOXNG TNG ABNVATKNG dNUOKPATIAG £VAVTL TNG AVATOALKIG artoAutap)iag.
Artodidetal otov (dLo apyLtéKtova Pe Toug vaoug tou Hoaiotou («Onaeio») atnv Ayopq,
Tou Apewg otig Axapveg kat tng Nepéoswg oto Papvouvra.

W
Newooukot '
Ship Sheds

THE SANCTUARY OF POSEIDON

The History of the Sanctuary

Sounion, the sacred point of the Athenians (Odyssey, c 278)

Homer testifies to the sacredness of the area at least from the 8% century BC. In the
Archaic period (7t— 6% cent. BC) the sanctuary was thriving, though lacking monumental
arrangement. Plenty of votive objects were found buried in depositors, gathered there
following the destruction of the sanctuary by the Persiansin 480 BC. At the end of the Archaic
period construction of a monumental temple of limestone began, which was destroyed by
the Persians before being completed. The temple was rebuilt on the foundations of the
previous one around 444-440 BC. In the Classical and Hellenistic times (5% - 2" cent. BC)
the sanctuary was frequently visited. A grand four-yearly festival was organized, officials
sailing there in a sacred ship, as in the sanctuary on Delos island. With the decline of Greek
religion the sanctuary was abandoned and the temple gradually decayed.

The Buildings of the Sanctuary

The sacred precinct of Poseidon, occupying the highest area in the fortress, is defined by a
wall on a surface of around 5000 m?. It was entered through a monumental gateway at the NE.
The most important building is the temple of Poseidon, in the south part, while the NW part is
occupied by the big north portico and the smaller west one.

The Temple of Poseidon

The doric temple seen today was built of local marble from the Agrileza quarries on top of
the destroyed archaic temple. Palmette antefixes crowned the gable roof. At least the east
pediment (on the entrance side) was decorated with statues. On the same side a relief frieze
was running on the top of the interior of the colonnade. On the Parian marble frieze slabs
scenes of the Centaur battle, the Giant battle and the deeds of Theseus are sculpted, an
allegory for the victory of the Greeks led by the Athenians against the Persians and for the
superiority of the Athenian democracy over the eastern monarchy. The temple is attributed
to the same architect with the ones of Hephaistos (“Theseion”) at the Athenian agora, Ares
at Akharnes and Nemesis at Ramnous.

Ipagkn avarapdotaon
ToU vaou tou [10oetdwvog
Kat yAurred amo
mv Stakéopunar) tou
Graphical representation N\
of the temple of Poseidon \
and sculptures from its decoration



XaAkwa vopicpata » Bronze coins

Adnvwv, 322-307 . X.
of Athens, 322-307 BC

KepaAn tng 9edg AdSnvdg

Head of the goddess Athena G)pOUpIO = OIKIOUOS

dpovpLo: Ta teiyn

H TtoAn — kpdtog Twv ABNVWYV yla TNV TtPOCTAsia TG EIXE OXUPWOEL
D£0ELG OTPATNYLKAG ONUACiAg OTLG AKPLTIKEG TNG TIEPLOXEG. Mia tétola
B£01 TV To AKPWTIPLO TOU ZOUViou.

Ta teiyn exteivovral oe prikog mtepittou 400 p. otnv BOpELa Kat avatoAkn TIAeupd
ATTOKOTITOVTAG TO AKPWTNPLO ard TNV Enpd. MNepikAeiovv éktaon 40 Tepimou
OTPEPPATWY, TNV oTtola KataAdppave to tepo tou Mooeldwvog Kat OLKIOPAG TOU SOV TWV
JouviEwv. To teiyog, TAdtoug 3 - 3,5 ., amoteAsital amod dVo TapdAAnAa KTlotd PETWTa,
PE YEpLopa ard AiBoug Kat XWpa, Kat eVicXVETaL P deka TPELg opHoywvioug Ttupyoug. Aev
Ttapovotalel eviaia elkOva, KABWE AVAAOYa PE TIG APUVTIKEG AVAYKEG TIOV TLPOEKUTITAV
OTO TIEPACUA TWV XPOVWV ELXE UTTOOTEL ETILOKEVEG Kal TEPOOONKEG. 2TV ECWTEPLKT 0N,
arokaAu$Onkav dUo KAIpakeg avodou oto avwTePo TPNpa tov. H TtuAn elo6dou evtottiletat

ota BA kat eivat tpoaotth artd to Atpdav.

O OLKLOHOG

To peyalutepo pépog tou ppoupiov KatalapBavel vag otkiopog. Kiplo ototxeio sival pa
KEVIPLKN 080¢, TTAATouG 3 — 3,60 p., Ttou arokaAVdpOnke oe prikog 100 p. kat avndopilet
v Aayld amo A mpog A. Ekatépwbev TG 080U avamtiooovtav Kavovikd OLKodouLKd
tetpaywva (30X30 p.), Ttou opiloviav Pe OTEVOTEPEG 060UG, KAOETEG oTtnV KeEVTPLKN). Kabe
OLKOJOULKO TETPAYWVO TTPETIEL VA TLEPLEAAUBAVE TEGOEPLG OLKIEG, ATIO TLG OTIOLEG ElvaAL 0pATO
HOVO €va TUrPA TOUG. 2TOV OLKLOUO SLEPEVE N OTPATLWTLKI dpoupd. QoTto0, N 0pYaAvVWoT)
TOU, N HOP G| TWV KATOLKLWY KAl TA KLVNTA Euprjpata deiyvouv OTL TIpOKELTAL HAAAOV yLa ThV
KEVIPLKH KWHN TOU 3oV TV Xouviéwv. Eixe pakpoxpovia dLApKELa Kal Td OLKNpata eiyav
UTTOOTEL TTOANEG ETILOKEVEG KL HETAOKEVEC. H daon Ttov givat opatr) aviikel ota EAANVIOTIKA
Xpovia (3°— 2° at. mt.X.).

To ALPHAVL KAL OL VEWGOLKOL

To Alpdvi Tou Zouviou BPLoKATAV OTOV AppwdN 0ppo BOpELa TOU GpPoUpPiov, TIPOCTATEVPEVO
arto toug Bopeioug aveépoug. AttoteAovos Ttpowdnuevn vavtikn Bdon twv ABnvaiwv, aA\d
Kal EPTIOPLKO otadpa. Ta eprtopikd Tthoia rjtav duvatdv va cUPOoVTAL 0TV appwdn Ttapalia,
£VW YA TN OTAOPELGN KAL CUVTHPNON TWV TIOAEUIKWY KATAOKEUAOHNKAV VEWGOLKOL.

'Evag vewootkog duo Ttholwv AaEevBnke otnv Bpaywadn Akt Tou akpwinpiov otnv £ic0d0 tou
oppovu. MNpokertal yua pa opboywvia ecor), TAdtoug 11,50 p., n oTtoia ELOXWPEL OTO TLPAVEG
o€ prkog 20,50 p. Katd prkog tou emikAtvoug damédou eixav AageuBeil 3o tapaAAnAeg
tadpot Baboug 1,25 p. ya tnv avéAkuon — kaBéAkuon twv TtAoiwv. Evag akopa VEWGOoLKOG
£VOG TIAOLOU €VTOTTIOBNKE avatoAKOTEPQ.

MriAwa Auxvdpia kat okdgot, 3°5— 2% at. r.X.
Clay lamps and bowls, 34— 2" cent. BC

Fortress - The Settlement

Meydpwv, tepi to 300 rt.X. AAe€avdpeiag, tepito 300 r.X.
of Megara, about 300 BC of Alexandreia, about 300 BC

The city — state of Athens fortified for safety reasons at its frontier several sites of strategic
importance, among which cape Sounion.

The walls extend to a length of about 400 m on the north and east sides, cutting off the cape
from the land. They enclose an area of about 4 ha occupied by the sanctuary of Poseidon and
a settlement of the deme of Sounion. They are not of a uniform quality, since through time
they underwent several repairs and alterations following the defense needs. The wall, 3 - 3.5 m
wide, is built of two parallel fronts, with a fill of stones and soil, and is reinforced by thirteen
rectangular towers. On the inner side, two stairways leading to the upper part of the wall were
revealed. The entrance gate is located on the NW, accessible from the port.

The Fortress: the Wall

The Settlement

A settlement extends on the better part of the area inside the fortress. The main feature is
a street, 3-3.60 m wide and 100 m in revealed length, climbing up the slope from W to E.
On both sides of the main street and perpendicular to it, narrower streets formed regular
blocks (30 X 30 m). Four houses must have formed each block only partially exposed. The
settlement housed the garrison. However, the lay-out, the type of houses and the movable
finds suggest that it was probably the centre of the Sounion deme. It endured for along time
and the buildings underwent several repairs and transformations. The phase now visible
belongs to the Hellenistic period (3™ - 2" cent. BC).

The Port and the Ship Sheds

The port of Sounion was located at the sandy cove north of the fortress, protected from
north winds. It was an advanced naval base of the Athenians, but also a commercial station.
Commercial ships could be hauled on the sandy beach, while for the maintenance and
keeping of warships ship sheds had been built.

A ship shed for two ships was cut out on the rocky shore at the cove entrance. It is a
rectangular alcove, 11.50 m wide, penetrating the slope for 20.50 m. Along the floor, cut out
at aslant, two parallel trenches 1.25 m deep were dug out, suitably arranged for hauling and
launching the ships. Another ship shed for one ship is located a little further to the E.

Ayalpdrio tng 9edg

Orpntpag

XdAkweg aiyueg BeAwv Statuette of the goddess
Bronze arrowheads Demeter




Avadnuartiké avayAugo tou
«@UTOOTEQPAVOULEVOU adANTri»,
mtepi 0 460 TT.X.

Votive relief of the “self-crowning athlete”,
about 460 BC

Graphical representation of the temple of Athena
and a column capital

Ipagikn avarapdotacr tou vaov tn¢ Adnvdg
Kat KLovOKpavo

HER

THE SANCTUARY OF ATHENA AT SOUNION

To 1€p6 tns ABnvdas Zouvidados « The Sanctuary of Athena at Sounion

TO IEPO TEMENOZ THZ AOHNAZ ZOYNIAAOZz

Bpioketat otnv kopudr] evog xapnAou Addou Ttept ta 400 p. BopeLoAVATOALKA TOU LEPOV
tou Mooedwvog, Ttpootto kateuBeiav arod to Awpave. Tpartedldoxnuog rtepiPoAog (trepimou
46,50X44 p.) amo TtwpOoALlBo TieEPLTPEXEL TNV LoOTIEdWHEVN Kopudr Tou Aodou Kat opilel
T0 LEPO, OTO oTtol0 TtepIAapBavovtat o vadg tn ABNVAG, 0 PLKPOG Vaog Kal o armoB£tng. Apéowg
Tpog B Bpioketal apyatdtepog tepag TepiBolog, o armokalovpevog tou «dpoviiog». Ot
vaol tou LEpoy arodopurdnkav Katd TNV TIPAKTLKN TWV PWHATKWY XPOVWV OXETLKA IE TOUG
gyKataeAELPPEVOUC VaoUG TG TiEpLd EPELAC, Kal peTadEpONKaV pe 0KOTIO TOV EEWPALTPO TNG
Ayopdag tov AoTEWG,.

210 vad tng ABnvag (16,40X11,60 m) (1) o onkog TteptBANAETAL ATTO KlOVOOTOLXia povov
OTNV avatoALkn Kat votia TtAeupd. Ot pappdapLvol, appaBdwTol Kioveg emLoTédovTav e
LWVLKA KLOVOKPpava. 2To Ttiow PEPOG TOU onKov dlatnpouvtat ta Bspelia aro 1o Babpo
TOU AQTPeUTIKOU aydApatog tng Bedg. O Bwpog twv Buotwv (2) Bpioketal votia Tov vaoy,
PO AVWIC, YIATL 0TA VOTLA UTTAPXKEL EUPUXWPO TIAATWHA KATAAANAO Yid va GUYKEVTPWOOUV oL
TiLoTol kKat va otn@ovv ta adlepwpara. O vadg xtiotnke yUpw ota péoa tou 5% at. .X. Zupdwva
pe aAAN aroyn, o GnNKAG TtPOUTIPXE TwWV MNEPTLKWV TLOAEPWY Kal aTtAWG TtpoaTtédnKav ot
€EWTEPLKEG KLOVOOTOLKLEG,.

O pkpoGg vaog (4,96X6,80 .) (3) Bpioketal ota BA kat artoteAsitat artd évav artA6 onko pe d0o
Kioveg otnv Ttpdcon (TipdoTUAOG). 3TO TTioW PEPOG TOU GNKOV UTIAPXEL N BACT) YLa TO AQTPEUTIKO
ayaApa, ard ykpido pappapo EAevoivag. Mrpootd armo tnv tpdooyn Bpioketal o opboywviog
Bwpadg (4). O vadg ftav mbavwg adrepwpévog otnv Oed Aptépida. Xpovoloyeital otnv apxaikr)
Tepiodo (600-550 tr.X.) Kat Kataotpddnke artd toug MNépoeg (480 1.X.). Kat’ da\\oug, eival
oUYXPOVOG I} KL VEWTEPOG ATIO TO PEYAA0 vao tTng ABnvag.

O amoBsTng

3TN VOTLoavVaToALKH TIAEUPA TOU LEPOV UTTAPXEL OpUYPa BdBoug 15 ., Ttpoottd pe 15
Aa€eutég Babuideg. H apykr] xprion tou sivat acadng, aAAd ot CUVEXELD, TTBAVWG
petd ta Mepoikd, amotéOnkav ekei ta Ttahald adpiepwpara (0trAa, ayyeia,
£13WALA K.0.), TIOL XPOVOAoYoUVTaL artd Tov 9° at. Tt.X. HéXPLTa pEca Tou 5% at. Tr.X.
OTTOTE TO OpuUya KaAUONKe (5).

O tepipoAog tov “PpovTiog”

Yta BA, évag oxedov KUKALKOG TtepiBoA0G armo nuiepyoug oykoAlBoug
opilelévaTéevogTTouTIPOUTIPXE TOU LEPOUTNGABNVAG(6). XTo TEPEVOG
auto, paAAovEvalepd AAoog,AaTpEVOTAVKATIOLOGHPWAG, iowGo PpovTLg,

ottndaAtlovyogotoTtAoio tou Meveldou katatnvemiotpodramotnv Tpoia

The top of a low hill about 400 m to the NE of the sanctuary of Poseidon is occupied by the
sanctuary of Athena. A trapezoid enclosure of limestone (about 46.50X44 m) runs around the
flattened top of the hilland defines the sanctuary with the temple of Athena, the small temple and
the depositor. Right to the north, an older sacred precinct is located, the so called “of Phrontis”.
The temples of the sanctuary were deconstructed, as usually practiced in the Roman period with
the abandoned templesin the periphery, and transported to adorn the Athenian agora.

At the temple of Athena (16.40X11.60 m) (1) the cella was bordered by a colonnade only on
the east and south sides. The marble columns were unfluted, with ionic capitals. In the back of
the cella the foundation of the pedestal for the cult statue is preserved. The altar (2) is placed
south of the temple, apparently because the spacious plateau at the south was suitable for
the worshipers to gather and for the offerings to be placed. The temple was built around the
middle of the 5t" cent. BC. According to another view, it predated the Persian wars and only the
exterior colonnades were added.

The smalltemple (4.96X6.80m) (3)islocated at the NE consisting of a cellawith two columnsin
the front. In the back the base for the cult statue is of grey marble of Eleusis. Opposite the main
side the altaris located (4). The temple was probably dedicated to the goddess Artemis. It dates
to the Archaic period (600-500 BC) and was destroyed by the Persians (480 BC). According to
another opinion it is contemporaneous with or later than the big temple of Athena.

The Depositor

In the SE area of the sanctuary there is a wide trench 15 m deep accessible through 15
hewn steps. The initial use remains obscure. Later, probably after the Persian wars, the old
offerings (weapons, vases, figurines etc) were deposited in it. They date from the 9 to the
mid 5% cent. BC, when the trench was covered (5).

The Precinct of “Phrontis”

At the NW part an almost circular wall of roughly hewn large stones defines a precinct older
than this of Athena (6). In the precinct, apparently a sacred grove, a hero was worshipped,
probably Phrontis, the helmsman in Menelaus’ ship during the return from Troy to Sparta, who
died and was buried at Sounion (Odyssey, c276-285).

The old precinct and the depositor with the oldest
of the finds evidence a most ancient cult that had
started in the area of the Athena sanctuary.

otn 21tdptn, o ottoloc Ttédave Kat tadpnke oto 2ouvio (OdUooelay 276-285).
Ayyeio amo ) Podo, n P S én ( 4 )

apLépwua,6* aL. X, To apxaio tépevog KaBwG Kat o armoBeTNG P Ta TTAAdLOTEPA EVPHPATA

Votive vase from Rhodes, €LVaL PAPTUPEG piag Ttavapyaing Aatpeiag mou gekivnoe otnv TepLoyr
6t cent. BC TOU LEpOV TNG ABNVAG.

MAwog rtivakag pe mapdotacn moAeuLkol Aoiou

ue tndaitovyo, aplépwua, tepito 690 r.X.

Votive clay panel depicting a warship with the helmsman,
about 690 BC
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