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T o A@Idpelo, To peyalitepo otnv apxaia EMAda 1epd tou xBdviou Beol
kai Apwa Augiapdou, epeuvriBnke and tov Baoiieio Agovdpdo, and to
1884 €wc¢ to 1929. Ta ktipid tou eival kataokeuaopéva ot OxBeg evog xel-
pdppou, TG Xapddpag, Omwg v éAeyav o apxaiol. 2Tnv apioTepr] 6xOn
Bpiokovtal ta enfonua oikodopruata, n otod, to B€atpo, o vadg, o Bwpdg
Kkar otn Se&Id aMA@VETAl N OUVOIKIQ TWV KATOIKIGV.

H gicodog tou Iepol rtav atoug apxaioug xpdvoug and ta avatoNkd. To mpwto
Ktiplo Tou Ba cuvavtriooupe, av Mnoidooupe To 1Epd and Ta avatolikd, ival éva
TeTpdywvo Tou 4ou al. X, TToU OTOUG XPIoTIavIkoug xpdvoug HetaPAriBnke oe
Oéppeg. Eivar moAd mBavdv du mapdpolog, dnhadr| Aoutpikr) eykatdotaon, rjtav
Kal 0 AEXIKAG TIPOOPIoHSG Tou. EuBUg petd BAEmoupe T peydAn otod, Ktiopa tou
4ou ai. X, n oroia éxel prikog 110 p. Xopnofueue yia tn Siauovr| Twv EMOKETTIOV
Tou Igpol kal Twv aoBevwv. 2ta dkpa g, avatohkd kai dutikd, unmpxav dUo
Swudua epodiaopéva pe Bpavia kar Tpdmedeq. >e autd ta dwudua yvotav n
eyKofunon dowv {ntotoav xpnopd arnd tov Augidodo, ol orioiol Jéoa otov Urvo
Toug, o€ Gvelpo, Séxovtav T oupBoul Tou Beol i akdpn kai T Beparteia. Xkn-
vrj eyKofunong kai Beparteiag eikoviCel To oAU YWwotd avdyAupo Tou apIEpwoe
otov Apgidoao o Apxivog arnd tov Qpwrd tov 4o ai. X

[Miow and ) otod Ppioketar 1o Béatpo tou Aupiapeiou. To oikoddunua g
OKNVIG, HE QVAOTNAWEVN TNV KIOVOOTOIXIa ToU TIPOoKnvioy, épepe SUo emypa-
PEG, TIou xpovoroyolvtal oto 20 ai. X [évie pappdpivol Bpdvol, Je QUTKY
avdyAuen Siakdopnorn, xpovohoyoluevol atov lo ai. X, Bpiokovar oty Te-
pIpEPEIa TG opxroteas. Autikd TG otodg Ppioketal ) oeipd Twv BdBpwv Twv
ayaMudtwy, Tou Miaiciwvav o Spdpo mou odnyoloe oto vad. [Mdvw ota 25
BdBpa mou obnkav otnv apxikr} Toug Béon, Ppickovtal xapaypéves yipw otig
150 emypagég (avabnuatikég, emypdupata, aywvioTKoi KatdAoyol Kal TIPOEEVIKG
Ynepiopata). Mpwto PAémoupe éva BdBpo pe xapaypévo aywvioTkd katdAoyo
Tou lou ai. mX. AkorouBolv Slo BdBpa, Twv omoiwv ta ayd\uata rjtav avadrj-
pata tou Qpwrtiou KaMyeftovog, yiou tou MiBwvog. 3t ouvéxeia to Bdbpo o
oxrjpa I mpoopépel Mapddeiypa avaypagprg Yneiopdtwy tou Qpwriol kal Tou
Kovou twv Boiwtwv otov 610 xdpo. Ta tpia BdBpa mou akoroubolv pepav




xd@kiva aydhuata moAdv tou Qpwriol: g Apiotovikng Kkai tou [wiwvog, Tou
1E0€a Tou Appiapdou Ogodmpou Kal TOU OPGMVUPOU gyyovoU Tou Kal Tou Alod®-
pou, ermiong lepéa, kal g yuvaikag tou Pavootpdng To BdBpo mou akorouBel
Kataokeudotnke i Igpéwg Qpwnodwpou, ota AN tou 3ou al X H apxikr
avabnpuauikr emmypacpri dpwg éxel ofnotel kai ot Béon G xapdxBnke yipw oto
50 X, &M, pe v oroia Tprenie o Armog Khaudiog INoUixep, Pwuaiog Ura-
T0G. 2TV emypar eival @avepd ta ixvn and to ofrioito g MPWtng avdbeonc.
[Mepmmwoeig Tetolag Petemypagric ayahudtwy oe Pwpaioug agiwuatoixoug Oa
BpoUpe apretég oe dBpa mou anopgvouy éwg To vad. Emdueva BdBpa eivar twv
ayaddtwv v BaciMéwv g Ayurtou Mtokepaiou A’ tou Dihomdtopog kai g
yuvaikag tou Apoivéng, tou Tpoilnviou Alopridoug (BdBpo oe oxrjua t&ou),
tou [vaiou Kahroupviou [Meiowvog kar g yuvaikag tou (8Uo BdBpa) kar tou
Bpoutou, Solopdvou tou louhiou Kaioapog, Znueiwvovtal, akéun, ta dbpa twv
ayaudtwv tou [diou ZkpiBwviou Koupiwvog, tou Mdpkou Aypimmia, Tou TprBnke
e petemypagr] petd to 27 mX, g Adefag, cullyou tou Autodikou, adehpol
ou Bacihd g Opding Auaciudxou, Tou lvaiou Kopvnhiou Aévtouou kai to Bd-
Bpo tou [Noriiou ZepPiNiou loaupikoy, eyyovol tou MetéMou. Teheutaio eival to
BdBpo Tou aydAuatog Tou 2UMa, TTou Ppioketal €&w amd to vad tou Apgiapdou.
O ZUMag, Pwpaiog diktdtopag, eixe eugpyetrioel To 1gpd To 86 11X, Kai TprBnKke
Kal Ut pe T pEBoSO NG PETEMYPapnic.

O vadg tou Apgiapdou rtav e€dotulog Swpikdg Kal Xtiotnke Tov 4o ai. X
To vétuo piod tou Mapacpbnke oToug UoTatoug XpOvoug TG apxaidtntag
and to motdpt. MéAn tou Bpiykol tou vaou extiBeviar avactnAwpéva otny auir
Tou Mouceiou. Avatohikd Tou vaoU Bpioketal o peydAog Bwpdg Tou Igpol (4og
al. X)), 2t BepeNiwor] Tou BAEMoupe SUo HIKPSTEPOUG Kal TAAAIGTEPOUS Pw-
poug. MoAU kovtd oto Pwud, voudtepa, Ppioketal n ipr) mmMyr}, ané tnyv oroia
eEaxkolouBel va avaPAider vepd, drwg tov 5o ai. X, dtav 1I5pUbnke To 1pd.
[AGI oty 1gpry Tnyr| Bpiokovtal Ta Aoutpd, Kataokeuaopéva tov 4o ar. X,

To 1gpd tou Augiapdou exteivetar kar otn Se§id 6xOn g Xapddpag (xel-
pdppou), GTou UTTHPXav 1 CUVOIKIa TwV KATOIKIY, YPAYEia, KaTaoT Pdta,
Eevodoxeia, n ayopd kai n kKAeyUdpa, mou ritav udPauAikd PoAdL.




he Amphiareion, the largest sanctuary in ancient Greece of the chthonic

god and hero Amphiaraos, was excavated by Vasileios Leonardos from
1884 to 1929. Its buildings stand on the banks of a winter torrent, Charadra,
as it was called by the ancient Greeks. On the left bank the official buildings,
the stoa, theatre, temple and altar were situated, while the right side was
occupied by the residential quarter.

In ancient times, the entrance to the sanctuary was on the east side. The first
building we encounter as we approach the sanctuary from the east is a square
structure dating from the 4th c. BC, which was converted into a bath-house in
Christian times. Its original purpose was probably the same — that of a bathing
facility. Immediately beyond this is the great stoa, buift in the 4th c. BC, which is
110 m long. It was used for accommodation purposes by visitors to the sanctu-
ary and by the sick. At the east and west ends were two rooms equipped with
benches and tables. These rooms were used for sleeping (enkoemesis) by those
who sought the oracle from Amphiaracs. They were given his advice, or were
even cured, in a dream while they slept. A sleeping and cure scene is depicted
in the well-known relief dedicated to Amphiaraos by Archinos of Oropos in
the 4th c. BC.

Behind the stoa lies the theatre of the Amphiareion. The stage-building, in
which the colonnade of the proscenium has been restored, bore two inscriptions
dating from the 2nd c. BC. Five marble thrones with relief floral decoration, dating
from the Ist c. BC, can be seen on the edge of the orchestra. To the west of the
stoa is a row of bases for the statues that stood on one side of the road leading
to the temple. About 150 inscriptions (dedications, epigrams, lists of victors in
games, and proxenia decrees) are carved on the 25 bases that have been pre-
served in situ. The first base we encounter is inscribed with a list of victors dating
from the Ist c. BC. It is followed by two bases whose statues were dedicated by
Kalligeiton, son of Python, of Oropos. Beyond these, the L-shaped base provides
an example of inscribing decrees of Oropos and of the Boeotian League on the




same pedestal. The next three bases bore bronze statues of citizens of Oropos:
of Aristonike and Ptoion, of the priest of Amphiaraos, Theodoros, and his grand-
son of the same name, and of the priest Diodoros and his wife Phanostrate. The
next base was built during the priesthood of Oropodoros, at the end of the
3rd c. BC. The original votive inscription on this was erased and another was
incised about 50 BC in honour of Appius Claudius Pulcher; a Roman consul. In
this inscription, the traces of the erasure of the original dedication are quite clear.
Several similar cases of statues re-inscribed for Roman officials are to be found
amongst the rest of the bases in front of the temple. The next bases bore: statues
of the rulers of Egypt, Ptolemy IV Philopator and his wife Arsinoe, Diomedes of
Troezen (base in the shape of an arch), Gnaeus Calpumius Piso and his wife (two
bases), and Brutus, the assassin of Julius Caesar. We may also note the bases for
the statues of Gaius Scribonius Curio, Marcus Agrippa, who was honoured by a
re-inscription after 27 BC, Hadeia, the wife of Autodikos, brother of the king of
Thrace, Lysimachos, Gnaeus Comelius Lentulus, and the base of Poplius Servilius
Isauricus, grandson of Metellus. The last base, which stands outside the temple
of Amphiaraos, is for the statue of Sulla. Sulla, the Roman dictator, became a
benefactor of the sanctuary in 86 BC and was honoured through a re-inscription.

The temple of Amphiaraos was a hexastyle Doric structure erected in the
4th c. BC. The southem half of it was swept away by the river in the last years
of antiquity. Members of the entablature of the temple have been restored and
are on display in the Museum courtyard. To the east of the temple is the large
altar of the sanctuary (4th c. BC). In its foundations two smaller, earier altars can
be seen. Very close to the south side of the altar is the sacred spring from which
water continues to bubble, just as it did in the 5th c. BC, when the sanctuary
was founded. Next to the spring are the baths, which were built in the 4th c. BC.

The sanctuary of Amphiaraos extended also to the right bank of Charadra,
where the residential quarter was located, along with offices, shops, inns, the
agora, and the klepsydra, a water-clock.
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