EAAHNIKA

H IZTOPIA THE BPAYPQONAXL

H mpwtn eykatdotaon oto Aogo, mou deomdlel oto
HUx6 tou kOATTou TG Bpaupwvag, tomobeteital ota
T€AN NG veoMBIKIiG Kal OTIG APXEG TG TTPWIKUNG EMOXIG
tou Xahkou (3300-2800 m.X.).

Katd ) Sidpkeia twv pecoeAadikwv xpovwy (2000-
1600 m.X.) o oikiopdg Ba e§eAixOei oe pia opyavwpévn
Koivétnta, mou Ba ¢Bdoel oe uPnAS onueio avamtugng.
211G 800 TIPWTEG PACEIG TNG UOTEPNG EMOXI|G TOU
Xahkou (1600-1375 m.X.) n katoiknon ouvexiletal, eved
0 oIKIopAdG yUpw oto 1200 m.X. eykataleinetal.

H Bpaupwva umjp&e @npuiopévn yia t Aatpeia

g Bpaupwviag Aptépidog, to 1epd tng omoiag
arotelouoe Kal OPnOoKeUTIKG KEVTPO Tou SriHou Twv
DiAaidGV. Zoppwva pe v mapadoon, tn Aatpeia aut
€pepav otnv Atk and tn yn twv Talpwv o Opéotng
kai n lpiyéveia, ol omoiol, agou €kAeav To diTeTEG
&davo tng Aptépidog, iSpucav 1gpd TPog TIPRY TG
Uotepa amd Siatayr| tng Oedg ABnvdg.

H Aatpeutiki xprjon tou xwpou §ekivd tov 9o ar. m.X.
H mepioSog akprig tou apxider amdé to 700 m.X.,
Kopu@®vetal oto B’ uiod tou Sou Kal e§akolouBei
kab’ 6An tn Sidpkeia tou 4ou kai Tou 3ou ar. mX.

O1 avaokapég €pepav oTo PG Ta KTjpia Tou vaou

Kal TG OTOdG, EV® eV €XOUV EVTOMIOTEI akoun

Ta oikoSoprjpata tou Igpou (yupvdoio, maiaiotpa,
ap@IToAgiov, IMMW®VEG), Ta onoia avagpépovtal oe
emypagrj Tou 3ou ai. mX.

Ta nmhouoia kai moikiAa avaBrjpata paptupouv tn @uon
™g Aatpeiag tng Aptépidog ot Bpaupwva, ald kai

ta Aatpeutikd Spwpeva mou eAdufavav xwpa. Mia
peyalomperrig mopr (Bewpia) Eexivouoe kGBe mévte
xpovia ané v AkpomoAn tng ABrjvag yia va yloptdoel
ta Bpaupwvia oto 1gpd g Bedg, katd tn Sidpkeia

The valley of Brauron lies along the eastern
coast of Attica, between Rafina and Porto
Rafti, where the Mesogeia plain is watered
by the Southern Euboean gulf.

TWV OToiwV, EKTOG amnd Bucieg, mpaypatormolovvtav
aBAntikoi, HOUGIKOI Kal ITTTIKOI AYWVEG.

H apkteia amoteholoe ™ onuavtikétepn AATPEUTIKA
ekSAAwoN TNG yIoPTIG Kal giXe To Xapaktripa Bnteiag
Kal ponong yia v evnAikiwon kai to ydpo. H Bed
kaBodnyouoe ta Kopitola yia To mépacya amd v
naidik otnv gpnPikr nAikia kar Tta mpoetoipade yia Tov
KUpIO pOAO TOUG OTNV KoIvwvia.
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THE HISTORY OF BRAURON

The first settlement on the hill, in a predominant position
overlooking the Brauron bay, dates to the end of the
Neolithic and beginning of the Early Bronze Age (3300-
2800 BC). During the Middle Helladic period (2000-1600
BC), the settlement evolved into an organized community
that reached a high level of development. Habitation
continued during the first two phases of the Late Bronze
Age (1600-1375 BC), but the settlement was abandoned
around 1200 BC.

Brauron was famed for the worship of Artemis Brauronia,
whose sanctuary was also the religious center of the
deme of the Philaidai. Tradition holds that her worship
was brought by Orestes and Iphigeneia, who stole the
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effigy (xoanon) of Artemis from the land of Tauris and
by order of the goddess Athena landed in Attica to
establish a sanctuary in honor of Artemis there.

The use of the area for worship began in the 9th c. BC.
It started to flourish from 700 BC, enjoyed its heyday
in the second half of the 5th c. BC, and continued in
use throughout the 4th and the 3rd c. BC. Excavations
have brought to light the temple and the stoa, but the
sanctuary structures quoted in a 3rd c. BC inscription
(gymnasium, palaestra, amphipoleion, stables) have not
yet been discovered.

The richness and variety of offerings attest to the nature
of the worship of Artemis at Brauron, as well as to the
rituals that took place there. A splendid procession
(theoria) set out every 5th year from the Athenian
Acropolis towards the goddess’s sanctuary to celebrate
the Brauronia, during which sacrifices as well as athletic
and musical contests and horse races were performed.

Arkteia was the most significant rite performed during
the festival and had the concept of service and initiation
for the time of adultness and marriage. The goddess
guided the young girls from childhood to adolescence
and prepared them for their main role in society.

BRAURON

I
7}
|
(Y}
4
(i




EAAHNIKA

O APXAIOAOTIKOX XQPOX TOY IEPOY
THX APTEMIAOX BPAYPQNIAX

Kévtpo tng Aatpeiag oto 1gpd g Bpaupwvag
amotélece o vadg g Aptépdog (1), Swpikdg

€v mapaotdol pe omoBéSopo 1} dduto, o omoiog
oikoSoprbnke oto a”’ pied tou Sou ar. m.X.

otn B€on tou kateotpappévou amd toug Mépoeg
mahaidtepou vaou (6og ai. m.X.).

Avatolikd tou vaou, yipw oto 500 m.X,,
KATAOKEUAOTNKE TTOAUYWVIKOG avaAnpuuatikog
ToiX0g, MBavyg yia v Mpaypatomnoinon
€18IKQV TeEAETOV (2).

YUppwva pe to pubo, n lpiyéveia, kKheiSouxog

1€peia G Aptépidog, Aatpeudtav oto IEpS WG
x06via npwida. Muprjva tng Aatpeiag tng amotéAeoe
0 pUBIkAG TdPOg, To «KeVIPIOVy, otn Bopeia mAayid
Tou Adgou g Bpaupwvag (6). Eixe ™ popen
omnnAidg pe Sidpopa KTioHata oTo E0WTEPIKS TNG
Kkal xpovohoyeital mepi o 700 m.X. Xta khacikd
xpovia 15pUBnke €vag pikpdg vadg, TTou TauTioTnKe
pe o Hpwo g lpiyéveiag (5), kai éva peyapdoxnuo
Ktiopa, mou ovopdotnke lepd Oikia (7).

H otod (12), éva mopivo ekatéumedo oikoSdunua
Swpikou pubpou, mepiBdAhel o oxrua M to peydAwv
Siaotdoewv kevtpiké aibpio tou Igpol To omoio
Bdpeia, Sutika kar avatohikd mepifdAetar anéd
OTOEG HE KIOVOOTOIXIEG, EVK N TETAPTN TIPOG VOTO
mAeupd €peve avoiktr. Xtn Bépela kar dutikr) MAeupd
™G otodg Siapopewbnkav Swpdtia pe eicodo mpog
Vv eo0wtepIKr aulr|, Ta omoia rfjtav e§omAicpéva pe
EUNiveg KAiveg kar AiBiva tpaméqia. MNMapdAAnia mpog
™ Bdpela mTépuya G oTodg EKTEIVETAl OTWIKO
oikodsépnua (I13) pe dvo pvnueindeig e10650ug
(mpdmuAa) avatoAikd kar Sutikd.

H tetpdywvn mdpivn yépupa tou Sou ar. m.X. (10),
kovtd otn BA ywvia tng otodg, onuatodotoloe
mOBavwg tnv katdAn&n 1epdg oSou amd v Abrjva
otn Bpaupwva kai e§unmpetoloe ) SiéAeuon
medwv Kal TPoxo@épwy MAvw amnéd v Koitn Twv
uddtwv mou éppeav amd v lepd MNnyrj otov
Epacivo motapd.

TO MOYXEIO THX BPAYPQONAXL

MNpoBdAapog

lotopia Twv avacka@ik®wy EpeUV®V

Kai n avactijAwon tng otodg tng Bpaupwvag.
Aiboucal l

O npoiotopikoi olkiopoi TG Bpaupwvag kai o
8rjpog twv ISV KaTd Toug I0TOPIKOUG XPAVOUG.
Ta pvnpeia tou 1gpoU Kal TG EUPUTEPNG TIEPIOXIG
amé tov 50 al. m.X. £wg ta pecaiwvikd xpdvia.

Ta 1gpd tou Srjpou twv AAGV Apagnvidwy.

Aibouca 2

To Avdylugo twv Oeiv (o pibog mou agopd otnv
iSpuon tou 1gpoy).

Avabnuatikd avdyAuepa.

Ex@épata (m.x. kpatnpiokol) mou oxetidovtal
ag’evog pe ta AatpeuTikd Spwpeva mou eAdppavav
X®PA OTO 1EPS Kal AP’ETEPOU PE TIG UTOOTACEIG TNG
0edg (Bed tng yovipdtntag, Taupomndrog, Exatn,
Métvia Bnpdv, Kuvny£tig).

AiBouca 3

Agigpopata ot 6ed wg mpootduda

TwV MaiSiv Kal KoupoTtpd@o.

AiBouca 4

Avabrjpata mou oxetifovtal Pe TG UMTOOTAOEIG

™G Oedg (Mpootduda Twv yuvaik®y, Tou ydpou,
TV eQiBwv Kal TG XEIPOTEXVIAG).

Mappdpivog Bwpdg.

ZUAiva avukeigeva amd TG avaokagEg Tou 1gpou.
Avabrjpata mou Sev oxetiovtal pe uootdoelg
¢ Oedg (ayyeia cupmooiou, mrAiva e1dwAia).
AiBouca 5

ExOépata amd toug &rjpoug tng Meooyaiag
(Maiavia, Kopwri, Mapkdémoulo, Mépto Pdgtn).

I. Naég Aptéuidog Temple of Artemis

2. AvaAnppatkég toixog Retaining wall

3. Avahnppa Terrace

4. ExkAnoia Ayiou lewpyiou Chapel of Ayios Georgios
5. Hpwo lgiyévelag Heroon of Iphigeneia

6. Tagog lgiyéveiag Tomb of Iphigeneia

7. lepd Oikia Priestesses’ Residence

8. Mpoiotopikr) AkpomoAn Prehistoric Acropolis
9. ©¢on lepdg MNnyng Site of the Sacred Spring
10. AiBivn l€pupa Stone Bridge

1l. Mpdmulo Xrodg Propylon of the Great Stoa
12. Xtod Stoa
13. Bépeio otwiké oikodéunua Northern Stoa

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE

OF ARTEMIS BRAURONIA SANCTUARY
The Temple of Artemis (1), a Doric temple in antis
with an adyton at the far end, built in the first half
of the 5th c. BC at the site of an older (6th c. BC)

temple destroyed by the Persians, was the center

of worship at the sanctuary.

East of the temple, a polygonal retaining wall was
built around 500 BC, probably for the performance
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of special rites (2).

According to the myth, Iphigeneia, the priestess of
Artemis, was worshipped as a chthonian heroine

at the sanctuary. The core of her worship was her
mythical tomb, the “cenotaph”, on the northern
slopes of the hill at Brauron (6). It was shaped like

a cave, with various buildings within, and dates to
around 700 BC. During the Classical period, a small
temple identified as the Heroon of Iphigeneia (5) and
a megaron-shaped structure that has been named the
Priestesses’ Residence (7) were built.

The Stoa (12), a porous hecatompedon in the Doric
order is shaped like a I1, around the large central
atrium of the sanctuary which is surrounded by
collonaded stoas on its northern, western, and
eastern sides, while the fourth (southern) side
remained open. Along the Stoa’s northern and
western sides were rooms opening onto the inner
courtyard, furnished with wooden couches and
stone tables. The Northern Stoa (I13), with two
monumental entrances (propyla) to east and west,

lay parallel to the northern wing of the Stoa.

The square Stone Bridge of the 5th c. BC (10) near
the northeast corner of the Stoa probably marked
the end of the sacred way leading from Athens to
Brauron. It was built to facilitate pedestrians and
carts over the waters that flowed from the Sacred
Spring into the Erasinos River.

THE BRAURON MUSEUM

Vestibule
History of the excavations and anastylosis
of the Stoa of Brauron.

Gallery |

The prehistoric settlements of Brauron and the deme
of the Philaidai during the historical period.

The monuments in the sanctuary and greater area
from the 5th c. BC to the medieval period.

The sanctuaries of the deme of Halai Araphenides.

Gallery 2

The Relief of the Gods (the myth

relating to the establishment of the sanctuary).
Votive reliefs.

Exhibits (e.g. krateriskoi) connected with ritual acts
in the sanctuary and with various qualities of the
goddess (goddess of fertility, Tauropolos, Hecate,
Mistress of Animals, Huntress).

Gallery 3
Votive-offerings to the goddess
as the protectress and nurse of children.

Gallery 4

Votives related to the goddess’s functions
(protectress of women, marriage, adolescents,

and handicrafts).

Marble altar.

Wooden objects from the excavations

in the sanctuary. Votives unrelated to the goddess’s
various qualities (symposium vessels, clay figurines).

Gallery 5
Exhibits from the municipalities of Mesogaia
(Paiania, Koropi, Markopoulo, Porto Rafti).



