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Movr} Kaioapiavrig Bpioketal oe katdeutn KoiAdda, otn dutikr TAayid

Tou YuntroU. 2T Tnyég avaeépetal wg Kaioapiavr, évopa avemPe-
Balwtng mpoéieuong, Kupiavr), 2dvkta 2upiavr katd tn Ppaykokpdtia kal
Movr Tou Kotg Mmaof amé toug OBwpavouis. To mpwto xplotiavikd KEVIPO
eixe 16puBel votiodutikd tng Movrig, otov Adgo Tou Koiuntnpiou twv la-
pwv i Ppaykopovdotnpou, oe BEon Tou KAToTTtelel TO AEKavoTEDIO TNG
ABrvag Kkai Tov Zapwvikd kéAmo. ES&w owlovtal ta epefma Pulavuvol vaoy,
tou |0ou aiva, mou xtiotnke ota OepéNia ToikAITtNG BaciAikig Tou Sou-6ou
aiwdva, o vasdg tou Ayiou Mdpkou, emoxric Ppaykokeatiag, kal o vadg Twv
Ta&iapxavy, [7ou aidva, koluntneiakdg g Movrig. 2ta téAn tou llou aidva
n Movrj «eykataotdOnke» otn onpepivr) tg BEon.

[Npootateletal and oxupwuatikd mepiBoro pe dlo miAeg elo6Sou, avato-
AiKd Kkar dutikd. EEwtepikd tng avatohikiig miAng, avaBAlel mnyry péoa amd
pia pappdpivn Kploke@alrj, ota toupkikd Kotg Mmact, and v udpoppdn tou
apxaikoU MapBevava. H Movn ritav and v idpuor] tng otaupormyiaxr, &n-
Aadr) unaydtav amneubeiag oto [MNatpiapxeio Kwvotavtvourdlews, kai £tol
TIapépeve ektdg amd pikpd diaotrijuata, katd tov 18o aidva, omdte ummxdn
otn MntpdmnoAn twv ABnvav. Ymp&e olkovopikd 1oxupr] Xdpn OTIG EKTETApE-
VEG YaieG TTOU KATERXE, TNV Tapaywyr| TOU @npIopévou heNioU Kal Ty anaiiayr
NG and kdbe poporoyia kabdAn v mopeia tng. Ai€Bete mhouoidtatn BIAI-
0Brikn Kal aroTEAeCE TIVEUPATIKS KEVIPO Yia Ty TTOAN tnG Abrjvag. Katd tyv
Toupkokpatia SietéAecav nyoUpevol Kai hovaxoi, Adyiol kai Siddokalor Twv
2xohav NG ABrivac. Me didtaypa g Avupaoiieiag tou OBwvog to 1833, n
Movr} Kaioapiavrig cuykataréxbnke otig 412 povég mou SiaAibnkay, didt i-
€0etav Niydtepoug amd mévte povaxols. To 921 knplxOnke apxaioloyikdg
XWPOG Kkal mepInA\e otn Sikaiodoaoia thg Apxaioloyikrig YTnpeoiag.

Ané n Bulavuivr) mepiodo Siatnpeital orjpgpa Povov o kKuping vadg kai o
AOUTPWOVAG. 2€ HIKPEG AVAOKAPIKEG EPEUVEG evToTTiotnkav Aefipava Bulavuvay
XPOVWV TNG VATIAG TITEPUYAG TwV KEAIDY, Tou TepiBdAou Kal tng tpdmedag. O
vaodg g Moviig (kaBoAikd), otaupoeidrig, yyeypauuévog, Tetpaxioviog llou-
120u aiva, eival agiepwpévog ota Eioddia g Oeotdkou. H toixoroiia €xel
Kkataokeudotel katd to mivBorepikAeioto odotnua, o TEOUAOG eival OKTdmAeu-
P0G, pe eublypappo odoviwtd veioo, v To TIapdBupo tou lepol Briuatog
Kooeftal e Tepitexvo MAivBIvo tiumavo. H Bopeia mheupd diapopeavetar pe
mAaotikdtta, kKabwg MpoBdMovral e§wtepikd ol Toixol TG fépeiag kepalag kai
@épouv té&o amd kaAd Aakeupévo mwpdAiBo. H Atdtnta, n kabapdtnta twv
YPAUH®Y, N appovia twv avaloyi®v kai n APeun MAAoTKSTNTA Twv OyKwv armn-
xoUv TG avaBIdaoEelg Tou kKAaoikoU 18e)doug, dmwg autd Siauop@oOnKe KAtw
and v enidpacn tou atukoy Tomiou Kal wTdg, KAl JapTupoly Ty emidpaon
NG PIOHATIKAG OXEoNG KE Ta apXaia iotdpeva pvnpeia g ATukric.

O vdpbnkag oteydletal pe XapnAd TPoUAO OTO KEVIPO Kal KAPAPEG EKATE-
pwBev. Mpootébnke dutikd Tou vaol tov 170 aidva, kabwg Kal 1o HOVOXwW-
po Bolookemég mapekkAriolo Tou Ayiou Avtwviou ota véua.

H apxikr] ayloypdenon éxel xabei. H malaidtepn owldpevn toixoypagia,
Hoper) ©eotdrou Agopévng Tou [4ou aidva, Bpioketal oTo VETIo ToiXo Tou Ka-
Boikoy, eEwtepikd, kal mepihaufBdvetar orjuepa otov mapekkArioio Tou Ayiou
Aviwviou. Ol Toixoypagieg Tou kabBoAikoU, Twv apx@v Tou I8ou aidva, éxouv
@NotexvnBel and ddkipo (wypdpo akadnuaikrig maideiag. AkoAoubeftal To ka-
Biepwpévo Katd Toug Pulavtivols XpEVoug EIKOVOYPAPIKS TIOOYPAHHA.

O vdpbnkag, olppwva pe v emypagr mdvw and tn Blpa eicddou, ayio-
ypaerifnke to 1682 amd tov [Nehomowvvricio lwdvwnYmato, pe damdvn tou eu-
yevoug Kkal Aoyiwtdtou Mmevi¢éhou, yiou tou lwdwvn. O lwdvwwng Yiatog ival



Aaikédg Cwypdpog kal xapaktnei(etal and évrovn agnynuatkétnta ald kai
KAQoIKr] avTiAnyn g opydvwong Twv OKNVMY OTov X®Po. 2Ty dia mepiodo
evtdooetal n ayloypdgnon tou TapekkAnaciou tou Ayiou Aviwviou.

Autikd Tou kKaBoAikoU Ppioketal To ouykpdtnua tng Tpdnelag, petafula-
VIIVOV XpOvwy, TTou €xel aveyepBel ota epefma tng Pulavuvric. Mpdkertal
YIa éva QUTOTEAEG EMIUNKEG KTAPIO, TIOU XWPICETAl O TPEIG EMPEPOUG XM~
poug. H tpdmneda, xhpog eotiaong twv povaxawy, eivar opboywviag kdtoyng,
BoAooKemMG, e TUPAD aPiddpata otoug pakplolg Toixoug. 2tn Bépeia ote-
v TAeupd TG Siapop@@VeTal HIKEr KOyxn, Omou kai n Béon tou nyoupé-
vou. AkoAouBei o MpoBdAapog, mou xpnofleus Kal wG OYOPUAKIO yia TNV
arnobrjkeuon TPoiHwy, Kai n €0Tia, To Payelpeio, Tou KAAUTITETAl e opalpl-
K6 BONo, amd To KEVIPO ToU OTToIoU UPKVETAl N KAMVOSEXOG.

O houtpwvag g Mowrig, olyxpovog pe To kaBoAikd, amoteel éva and ta
eAdxiota Sefypata povactnPEIaK®@Y AOUTPWVWY TTou 0)lovtal otov eMadikd
XWPO. 2TeydleTal OTO KEVIPO pe XAUNAS OKTaywvikd TooUAo Kal n Tolxoriolia
Tou, katd To mivBorepiikheioto olotnpa, eivar duoia pe tou kaBoAikoU. H kata-
OKEUr| TOU aKOAOUBEl TOV APXITEKTOVIKS TUTTO TWV AOUTPWMY, TToU TeAEIoToINOn-
KE TN PWHdIkr| EMOXr| Kal OUVEXIOTNKE apydTEPa Kal otoug 0Bwuavikolg xpo-
voug. To Ktripio éxel Tpipepr| didtagn. Autikd Bpioketal To Siapépiopa yia to
Puxpd Aoutpd (frigidarium), oto Kévtpo yia To XANiapd Aoutpd (tepidarium) kai
avatolkd to diapépiopa yia to Bgppd Aoutpd (caldarium). H O¢ppavon tou ve-
poU KAl TOU XWPEOU EMTUYXavATav e To oUotnua tng undkauong. Katd tn pe-
taBulavuvr| epiodo, To MEPOTTTO KTrjpIo TOU AOUTPMVA EVOWUATWONKE Ot éva
SIDPOPO KINPIAKS CUYKPGTNHA, TIOU EKTEIVOTAV HEXQI TOV OXUPWHATIKS TIEQI-
Boho. 2To votioavatoAikd TUAKA TOU UPwvATav 6po@og pe KeNd, Sriwg SnAm-
vetal oto oxédio tou Paoou povaxol B. Barskij (1745) kar emBePaimdnke and
v avackagik €pguva. To KIrplo Tou AoUTp@va KAtaxwbnke kai otn 6éon
Tou eykataotdbnke eAaiotpiBeio. Katd tg epyaoieg amokatdotaong, T Sexae-
Tia tou 1950, anokaligpBnke to peyaAlTEPO THrHA TOU KTnpiou Tou Aoutpwva.

Katd prikog g vétag meupdg tou mepiBdAou avartiooetal n kipia Siw-
pO®N TTTEPUYA TV KENWY, HETABUZaVTIVOV XPOVWwY, TNV oroia mapeudMe-
Tal TPIOPOPOG TIUPYOG, YWWOTOG WG «twv MrmeviCéhwv». Ta keNid eival pikpd
kapapookenm| Swudta, pe Bpa, mapdbupo kar piker) KOyxn-gikovootdaio.
Ané avaokagikry €pguva diamotwbnke du BepeNivoval ota gpefma Bula-
VIVOV KeEN®Y. ATTO T Sikpogn epeimwpévn duTKr) TEPUya, oto IGOYEIO @I-
Ao&eveital To QUAdKIO Kal To EKSOTHPIO EICITNEIWY TOU aPXAIOAOYIKOU X)POU.
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e Kaisariani Monastery lies in a verdant valley on the westem slopes of
Mt. Hymettus. The sources refer to it as “Kaisariani”, a name of uncon-
firmed origin, “Kyriani”, “Sancta Siriani"" during the period of Frankish rule, and
the Monastery of Kog basi (“Ram'’s Head"") during the Ottoman period. The first
Christian center had been founded southwest of the Monastery on the hill of
the Cemetery of the Fathers or Frangomonastiro at a location overlooking the
basin of Athens and the Saronic Gulf. Here are preserved the ruins of a [0th
century Byzantine church built on the foundations of a 5th-6th century three-
aisled basilica, the church of Aghios Markos (St. Mark) of the Frankish period,
and the [7th century church of the Taxiarchs, the Monastery's cemetery church.
In the late Ilth century, the Monastery was moved to its present location.

It was protected by a fortification wall with two entrance gates to east and
west. Outside the eastern gate, a spring gushed through a marble ram's head
(Kog basi in Turkish) spout from the Archaic Parthenon. From its founding, the
Monastery was stavropegial, i.e. it fell directly under the jurisdiction of the Pa-
triarchate of Constantinople. It remained thus except for brief periods during
the I18th century, when it was subject to the Metropolis of Athens. Financially
it was powerful, thanks to extensive land-holdings, its renowned honey pro-
duction, and tax-exempt status throughout its history. It possessed a very rich
library, and was an intellectual center of Athens. During the Ottoman period,
monks, scholars and teachers from the various schools of Athens served as
hegumens (abbots). During the regency of Othon in 1833, Kaisariani Monastery
was by decree included among the 412 monasteries that were dissolved be-
cause they had fewer than five monks. In 1921, it was declared an archaeologi-
cal site and came under the jurisdiction of the Archaeological Service.

Today only the main church and the bathhouse are preserved from the
Byzantine period. In small-scale excavations, the Byzantine remains of the
south wing of cells, the wall, and the refectory have been identified. The lith-
12th century cruciform four-columned Monastery church (catholicon) was
dedicated to the Presentation of the Virgin. The masonry was constructed
in the cloisonné system; the dome was eight-sided, with a straight dentil
comice. The sanctuary window was adorned with an ornate brick drum.
The north side was sculpturally rendered, since the north wall protruded
on the exterior, carrying arches of well-hewn limestone. Simplicity, clean
lines, harmonious proportions, and the calm plasticity of volumes reflect the
revival of the classical ideal as it was formed under the influence of the Attic
landscape and light, and testify to the influence of the experiential relation
with the ancient monuments of Attica that remained standing.

The narthex was roofed by a low dome at its center and by arches on ei-
ther side. It was added to the western side of the church in the 17th century,
as well as the one-room, vaulted chapel of Aghios Antonios on the south.

The original painting has been lost. The eariest preserved mural, a [4th century
figure of the Virgin Orans, is on the exterior south wall of the catholicon, today
incorporated into the chapel of Aghios Antonios. The murals in the catholicon,
dating to the early I8th century, were executed by an apprentice painter with
academic training. The established Byzantine iconographic program was followed.

According to an inscription above the entrance door, the narthex was
painted in 1682 by the Peloponnesian loannes Ypatos, at the expense of
the noble and learned Benizelos, son of loannes. Ypatos was a folk painter



characterized by intense narrative and a classical perception of the spatial
organization of scenes. The paintings in the chapel of Aghios Antonios fall
within the same period.

West of the catholicon was the Post-Byzantine complex of the refectory,
built over the ruins of the Byzantine one. This was a self-contained, long and
narrow building divided into three separate spaces. The refectory proper,
where the monks dined, was rectangular in plan and domed, with blind apses
in its long walls. On its northem narrow side, a small niche was created where
the abbot’s place was. This was followed by the antechamber, which also
served as a pantry for storing food, and the hearth, i.e. the kitchen, which was
covered by a spherical dome through whose center the chimney rose.

The Monastery's bathhouse, which was contemporary with the catholicon,
is one of only a very few examples of Monastery bath installations preserved
in the Greek world. Its center was covered by a low octagonal dome, and its
cloisonné masonry system was similar to that of the catholicon. In construction it
follows the architectural type that was perfected for baths in the Roman age and
later continued during the Ottoman period. The building was tripartite: to the
west was the room for cold baths (frigidarium), in the center that for lukewarm
baths (tepidarium), and to the east, that for hot baths (caldarium). The water and
rooms were heated by a hypocaust system. During the Post-Byzantine period,
the prominent bath building was incorporated into a two-storey building com-
plex extending as far as the fortification wall. In its southeast section, there arose
an upper storey with monks’ cells, as indicated on the plan drawn by the Russian
monk B. Barskij (1745) and confirmed by excavation. The bathhouse was buried
and an oil press was set up in its place. The greater part of the bathhouse was
revealed in the course of restoration works during the 1950s.

During the Post-Byzantine period, the main two-storey wing of monks’ cells
developed along the south side of the enclosure wall, into which the three-
storey “Benizelou tower” was inserted. The cells were small, vaulted rooms
with a door, window, and small niche-iconostasis. Excavation established that
it was built over the ruins of Byzantine cells. The ground floor of the aban-
doned west wing houses the archaeological site’s guardhouse and ticket office.
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