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Ztr]v KoINGda tou Aipikoy, oto BopeioavatoNikd dkpo g ATuKrG, Héoa o
£va puaolkd mepiBAMov avalMoiwto and v apxaidtnta, owlovidl Td pei-
Tia Tou dpxaiou drjpou tou Papvoulvtog, Tou avrjke oty Aiavtida @uAr kar &i-
val o kKaAUtepa diatnpnpévog and toug apxaioug dripoug g Atukrig To dvopua
Papvoug mpogpxetal and to ¢utd pdpvog (aykabwtdg Bdpvog).

APXAIA OAOX

Autikd Tou ekdotnpiou eiornpiwv apxilel o SPAHOG, © omoiog, TEPVMVTAg dimha
and 1a 1gpd g O&uidog kai tng Nepéoewg, odnyel otny teixiopévn oM. Katd
rikog autol tou Spdpou ol Papvodoior €BaBav toug vekpoUs Toug, o TagIKoug
TiepiBéAoug amnd dompo vidmo pdppapo. Amd ta tagikd autd pvnpeia orjuepa
owletal pévov ) BepeNivon katd xwpav.

ANAHPO |EPQON

O Xxpog TwV IEpWV SIAUOPPWONKE HIE TNV KATACKEUH I0XUPWY ICOSOUIKWY ava-
ANUHATIKAOV Toixwy ota Bdpeid Kal ta avatolkd yia ) Snpioupyia Tou avdrjpou.
Exel ktiotnke otig apxég Tou 6ou al. X, €vag PIKPOG vaodg mou dev oweTal ofj-
pepa (éxouv SlacwBel AaKwVIKEG Kepapideg TG otéyng Tou). O pikpdg vadg Ea-
VAKTIOTNKe OTIG apXEG Tou Sou al. X e TToAUywVIKr| Toixodopia Kai éxel Siaotd-
ol 10x6 . A§idhoya aydhuata Bpébnkav oto ecwtepikd Tou, PETagy TwV oTToi-
wv dyalua g ©€udag Uoug 2,20 . pe everiypapn Bdon (thpa oto EBvikd
Apxaioroyikd Mouoeio, xpovoroyeftal iepi to 300 X)), n omoia @épel To dvo-
pa tou Papvouaciou yAdmn Xaipéotpatou. Emiong, Bpébnrav aydhuata i€peiag
(3og ar. X)) kai epriBou (420 m.X). Zripepa eival opatd ta gpefmd Tou.

210V 810 X®Ppo doxIoe va oIkoSOoUEal Kal © TIHPIVOG SwpIkdG Vadg Tou Kata-
otpdenke and toug Mépoeg to 480 mX. Néog peyalitepog vadg (amokahou-
pevog Nepéaiov, oUupwva pe emypagr]) Ktiotnke petd ta péoa tou Sou al. X,
Bopeia tou mponyoUpevou. Eival Swpikdg mepfepog e 6 Kioveg oTiG OTeVEG Kal
12 kioveg oG pakpég meupég. AmoteAeftar ardé mpdvao kar omoddopo pe dlo
Kioveg avdueoa oe iapaotddeg kai éxel diaotdoelg 21,40x10,05 p. Aev owlovta
TIapd pévov gpeima tou vaol autoy, Tou Jovadikol owldpevou otov eMadikd
XWPO apiepwpévou og autriv T BedtnTa. 2To ecwTePIKS Tou vaol puidoodtay
10 TEpipNno dyahua tng Bedg, €pyo Tou pabnmr tou Peidia Ayopdiprtou. To
dyahua rjtav kataokeudaopévo and maplavé Pdppapo, mou o épepav ol [Mép-
0€G padf Toug yIa va To XPNoIHoTIoIocouy yia To Tpdmnaio Tou a éotnvav Jetd
™ Vvikn Toug (yI' autr v ahaloveia tolg THOENnoE N Bed, dnwg pag mapadidel
o lNauoaviag). H Bdon tou, Tou €pepe avdyAupn Siakdopnarn, Kataokeudotn-
ke and pdppapo g MeviéAng, ameikoviCel Ty mpooaywyr) g EAévng otn pn-
pa g Népeon and ) Arda kai xpovoroyeftal miepl To 420 mX. Kuvnynuévn
and tov Aig, n Népeoig petapgopeavetal oe Kikvo. O Aiag 8a mdpel kar autdg




N Hop@r] kkvou Kai 8a evwbel padf g otov Papvoulvia. Aré to auyd mou Yév-
vnoe n Népeoig Byrike n EAévn. H Ajda, Betry untépa tg EAévng, eppavicetar va
Vv 0dnyel otV MEAyHaTIKr TG INTéEa.

Katd v mepiypaer| tou apxaiou mepinyntr Naucavia, to dyaiua g Nepéoe-
WG areikdviCe T Bed popwvtag ote@dvi e SIakdopNGn and UIKPEG HOPPEG eAa-
@idv kal Nikng. 2ta xépia Kpatouoe kKAad! nNIGG Kai TEASToUpYIKS KUTEMO pe
avdy\upeg iapactdoeig ABIGTIWV.

AvatoAikd tou vaol owlovtal ta BgpéNa tou Bupoy, diaotdoewv 3,25x7,80 p.
Mia otod katd prikog TG Boépeiag MAeUPdS Tou TEPEVOUG Kal pia HIKPr Korjvn
UMEOOTd TG CURMANPWVOUV TOV XWPO.

OXYPQMENOX OIKIZMOX

H apxaia 086G odnyel oe éva oxetikd andtopo Ad@o, o omoiog mepiBaMetal
and 1oxupd Texog, prikoug 800 ., pe TIUPYOUS Kal TOUAGXIOTOV TEIG E10650UG,
Eowtepikd aoletar pikpdtepog mepiBoAog, yipw amd v akpdmon. H kdpia &i-
050G Tou efwtepikol MepIBGAou Ppioketal ota véua kar Mpootateletal and
opBoywvioug ipyoug ekatépwdev TG MUANG. 2NV TTAEUPd Tou ASQOU TToU Ka-
TaNjyel otn BdAacoa, urdoxouv KOO GPWOI, Ol OTTolol XPNaIKoTToIoUVTaVY Yid
ToV ENNHEVIOHO TIAOIWV.

To @poipio tou Papvouivtog, émwg kai autd Tou >ouviou, moteletal Twg 1I5pU-
Onke katd ) Sidpkeia Tou [MNeAomownaoiakol TTOAEHOU Via TOV EAEYXO TWV TTAOI-
WV TIOU PETEPEPAV ortned mpog Ty Abriva. Adyw g otpatnyikiig Béong tou
Papvoivtog yia ) vaucimioia tng mepioxrig, ol ABnvaiol SiéBetav exel ppoupd,
Tou anoteholviav amd Toug «ePriBoucy, of omoiol urnpetoloav ekel To Selte-
PO XPAVo NG Onreiag Toug.

‘Exouy, emiong, amokahupBei Spdpol, exatépwbev Twv omoiwy unrpxav omfua kai
Snudoia Krrjpia, dmwg To B€atpo, opboywviou oxriuatog (mep. 350 LX), yupvd-
010, 1gpd TG AppPoditng 1gpd Augpiapdou, GMa I1gpd, EKTETAUEVO AMTOXETEUTIKO
olotnua, kabwg kai MARBog ppedtwv. TéNoG, Iatpikr) @povtida mapeixe and tov
50 ai. mX 1o pikpd 1auatikd 1gpd Tou Augigpdou, KUopEvo Kovtd oto @poU-
plo, Mdvw ota Bpdxia.

H peyalitepn avdrmugn tou drjpou Papvouiviog onpeidbnke Katd Tov 4o Kkai 30
al. X, 2TouG EMOPEVOUG AIVES, O SrHIOG aKoAOUBNOE TNV ICTOPIKY| TIOPEIa TG
undAoirng Atukric. Amd tov lo ai. X apxiCel n @Bopd Kar n mapakyry, pe e&ai-
pEoN Kdmola avahaprr] ota xpdvia tou Hpwdn Attikol (20 at. X)), o omoiog
emokedaoe To vad Kal E5woe VE TIVOr) OTOV XWPO Yid pikod didotnua.

[Upw ota téAn Tou 4ou ai. X Torobeteftal N KATaoTEOEr| Tou aydAUATOg TG
Bedg Nepéoewg amod Toug TPWTOUG XpIoTIAvOUG Kal eival n eMoxr] Katd Ty oroia
0 XWPOG, TToU KatoIkBnke amd tn veohiBIkr| mepiodo, mapakudlel opIoTiKd.




he ruins of the ancient deme of Rhamnous, which belonged to the

Alantis tribe, are preserved in the Limikos valley in far northeastem
Attica. Rhamnous is the best-preserved of all the ancient Attic demes. The
name “Rhamnous” is derived from the plant rhdmnos (a prickly shrub).

THE ANCIENT ROAD

The road that passes by the sanctuaries of Themis and Nemesis and leads to
the walled city begins west of the ticket booth. The residents of Rhamnous
buried their dead along this road in funerary precincts made of local white
marble. Today only the foundation of these burial monuments is preserved
in situ.

THE SANCTUARY TERRACE

The site of the sanctuaries was created by constructing strong ashlar retaining
walls on the north and east to create a terrace. A small temple, built in the early
6th c. BC, is no longer preserved (its Laconian roof tiles have survived). This
temple was rebuilt in the early 5th ¢. BC with polygonal masonry and dimen-
sions were 10x6 m. Noteworthy statues were found inside it, including a statue
of Themis (height: 2.20 m.) with an inscribed base (now found in the National
Archaeological Museum; ca. 300 BC), which bears the name of the sculptor
Chairestratos of Rhamnous. Statues of a priestess (3rd c. BC) and an ephebe
(420 BC) were also discovered. Today their ruins remain visible.
Construction of the Doric porous temple that was destroyed by the Per-
sians in 480 BC began at the same site. A new and larger temple (the so-
called Nemesion, according to an inscription) was built after the mid-5th c.
BC north of the earlier temple. This was a Doric peripteral temple with 6
columns on its narrow sides and 12 on its long sides. It was distyle in antis,
with a pronaos and opisthodomos (front and back porches), and measured
21.40%10.05 m. Only the ruins of this structure, the sole preserved temple
dedicated to this deity in the Greek world, have survived. The famous statue
of the goddess, a work by Pheidias’ pupil Agorakritos, was housed inside the
temple. The statue was of Parian marble (the Persians had brought it with
them to use for the trophy they planned to set up after their victory — the
goddess punished them for their hubris, as Pausanias informs us). Its base,
which had relief decoration, was of marble from Mt Penteli and depicted
Helen being brought to her mother Nemesis by Leda (ca. 420 BC). Nem-
esis, upon being pursued by Zeus, transformed herself into a goose. Zeus
assumed the form of a swan and coupled with her at Rhamnous. Helen was
born from the egg Nemesis laid. Leda, Helen's adoptive mother, appears to
lead her to her real mother.

According to the ancient traveler Pausanias’'s description, the statue of
Nemesis depicted the goddess wearing a crown decorated with small fig-
ures of deer and Nike. In her hands she held an apple bough and a ritual cup
with relief scenes of Ethiopians.

East of the temple are preserved the foundations of the altar (3.25x7.80 m.).
A stoa along the length of the north side of the precinct and a small fountain
in front of it complete the sanctuary site.

THE FORTIFIED SETTLEMENT

The funerary road led to a relatively steep hill that was surrounded by a
strong wall 800 m. long, with towers and at least three entrances. Within it



a smaller enclosure wall around the acropolis is preserved. The outer wall’'s
main entrance was on the south. It was protected by rectangular towers on
either side of the gate. On the side of the hill that ended at the sea there were
small bays used for mooring boats.

The fort at Rhamnous, like that at Sounion, is believed to have been built during
the Peloponnesian War to control ships transporting grain to Athens. Due to
its strategic location for navigation in the region, the Athenians maintained a gar-
rison at Rhamnous that was composed of the “ephebes” who did their second
year of service there.

Roads have also been revealed with houses and public buildings to either side,
including a rectangular theatre (ca. 350 BC), a gymnasium, a sanctuary of Aphro-
dite, a sanctuary of Amphiaraos, other sanctuaries, an extensive drainage system,
and a large number of wells.

Finally, from the 5th c. BC medical care was provided at the small healing sanctu-
ary of Amphiaraos, built near the fort atop the rocks.

The greatest development of the deme of Rhamnous was noted during the
4th and 3rd c. BC. During ensuing centuries, the deme’s historical course fol-
lowed that of the rest of Attica. Decay and decline set in from the Ist c. BC,
except for a glimmer of life during the years of Herodes Atticus (2nd c. AD),
who repaired the temple and briefly provided a new impetus to the site.
The destruction of the statue of the goddess Nemesis by the first Christians
is dated to around the end of the 4th c. AD, and this is also the era in which
the site, which had been inhabited since the Neolithic age, experienced its
definitive decline.
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