The Lavreotike subsoil was rich in various ores and minerals.
The richest metalliferous deposit was of argentiferous
lead. From its exploitation Athenians minted the famous
attic glafka (owl), the coin which dominated the markets
throughout Eastern Mediterranean between the 5" and
2" centuries BC. Mining started in the prehistoric period.
Intensive exploitation began toward the end of the 6%
and culminated in the 4% century BC. Brief periods of
occasional exploitation, usually of slag (ore refuses), date
to the roman and byzantine periods (2" c. BC-6'" c. AD).
In the peak of the mining activity, during the classical period,
thousands of slaves and free workers are estimated to have
laboured in Lavreotike, in numerous silver mines and refining
workshops.

Re-exploitation of the mines is connected with the
establishment of the modern Greek State. In the 19" century
the Kingdom of Greece granted works permit initially to
the company Hilarion Roux et Cie and later to the Greek
Mining Company of Laurium of Andreas Syngros and the
French Company of Laurium. The ancient galleries were
reworked or new ones were dug, along with shafts.
Installations for storage, sorting, transportation of the ore
were built, also housing developments for the miners,
among which Lavrion that soon evolved into a town.

Mining and metallurgical installations in the Souriza-
Agrileza valley (Drymos Il Archaelogical Site) were made
open to the public since the Ephorate of Antiquities of East
Attica, Ministry of Culture and Sports actualized the project
“Archaeological pathways network and infrastructure for the
archeological site of the ancient mines and metallurgical
workshops in the Souriza-Agrileza valley, at Lavreotike, Attica
(15t phase)”.

Numerous ancient buildings were uncovered through
excavation and selectively restored. The site is traversed
by a safe, 1950m-long walking trail, with rest areas (Green
trail). Signs along the route present information on the
operations in antiquity and in the modern era. A second
route (Blue trail), 360m long terminating at a rest area, is
accessible to people with disabilities. At the terminal there
is an informative sign for people with visual impairments.
The site is connected to the workshops in the visitable
Drymos | Archaeological Site and the workshop complex
known as Asklepiakon.
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XEPOOVNOOC TNG AQVPEWTIKAG, TO VOTIOTEPO THAMA

NG ATTIKAG, ATOTEAOVOE GTNV OPXAOTNTA TUAMO TNG
TIOANG - KpAToug Twv ABnvwv. MepAdppave emtd SHOVG:
AvagpAuaTtoc, Ppedipplol, Broa, Aupitpotr, ©@opikdg, Xouvio
Kot ATAvn.

H kondda tng Zouptlog - AypECaG, TIOU QVIKE OToV opxaio
Snuo Xouviov, EVTACCETAL OTNV EVPVUTEPN TIEPLOXN TWV
METOAEIWY, TIOV EKTEIVETAL OTIO TO AKPWTHPLO LOUVIO WG
Ta vYwpata tng MAGKaG Kol amo TNV TuvTEPiva KAt Tov
Xdpoka £we To Aaplo Kol Tov @opikod. XTn Zovplla TTapa-
TNPETaL N PEYOAUTEPN GUYKEVTPWON METOMEUTIKWY OTOWV
Kol epyaotnpiwyv KaBaplopol HETAAAEVPATOC, TIOV HOpP-
TUPOUV OTL ETMTPOKELTO YLA CNUAVTIKO KEVTPO €EOPUVENG Kall
EMEEEPYQTLAG TOU APYUPOUXOU HETAAAEVUATOC,

To vTESaPOoC TNG AAVPEWTIKAG NTAV TTAOVGLO O€ SLapopal
METOAAEVATO KOL OPUKTA. TO TTAOUGLOTEPO HETOAAOPOPO
KolTaopa ATaV EKEIVO TOU apyuPOUXoL HOAVBSo. ATtO TNV
EKMETEANEVON TOL oL ABnvaiol ékofav TIG TIEPIPNUES XTTIKEG
YAOQUKEC, TO VOMULOMA TIOU KATEKTNOE TIG AYOPEG OE OAN TNV
AvoatoAikr) Meadyelo amo tov 5° éwg kot Tov 2° auwva Tt.X.
H €€6puén Tou PETOMAEVUOTOC GPXLOE OO TNV TIPOIOTOPIKH
emoxn. H evtatik Opwg ekpeTAAAeLON Eekivnoe oTa TEAN
TOV 6% Kal KopuPwOnke otov 4° atwva T.X. OVTOMEG
TEPiod0L, EVKALPLAKNG OPWE EKUETAAEVDNG, CLUVNBWCG TWV
QTMOPPUUATWY (OKWPLWY), XPOVOAOYOUVTAL OTN PWUAIKA
Kot T Bulavtivr Tiepiodo (2% TrX. - 6% X, aL). ZTo oToYELO TNG
METOAEVTIKAG SpaaTnPLOTNTOC, KATA TNV KAAOLKN TiEPi0do,
uTtoAoyileTal OTL XIALASEG SOVAWV Kot EAeLBEPWVY epydilo-
VTV 0TN AQUPEWTLKI OE TIOAUAPLOUO apyupwPUXELD KAt
EPYQOTrpLa eTEEEPYTiOg PETOANEVUATOG.

H emavekpetdAAevon Twv PETAAEIWV CLUVSEETAL E TNV
(5puan Tov veoeANNVIKOL KpdToug. Tov 19° auwva 1o BaaiAelo
TNGEAGSogTIap o wpnoe ASELO EKUETOANEVON G OPXLIKA TNV
etawpela Hilarion Roux et Cie kol apyoTepa otnv EAANVIKD
Etaupeioc MetoAAgiwv Aaupiou tou Avdpéa Zuyypou Kal atnv
FoAAikn Etaupeioc Metaddeiwv Aaupliou. Ot apxaieg 0TOEG
EavapnotoTor)Bnkav 1 aVoiXTNKAV VEEG, KOBWGE KAl (PPEQTOL
Kataokeudotnkav EYKATAOTATELG Y& TNV amoBrKevon,
SloAoyn, HETAPOPTWON TOU HETOAAEVUATOG KAl OLKLOUOL
METOAAWPUX WV, OTIWG TO Aaplo TIou cUVTOpa e&eAiXONKe

 OE TIOA

Ol HETOANEVTIKEG KO LETOAAOUPYLKEG EYKATAOTATELG OTNV
KoW&da tng Zovuptlag - AyplAelag (apXaloAoyLlkdg Xwpog
Apupov 2) ywvav TIPOOLTEG 0TO VPV Koo, kKaBwg n Epopeia
Apxatotntwyv AVaToAlkng ATTIKAG Tov Yrtoupyeiou MoAltt-
ooV Kat ABANTIOUOV VAOTIOINTE TO £pYO0 «ALOPPWON OPXAILO-
AoylKwV SISPOUWY — UTIOSOPEG AVASEIENG OTOV APXALOAOYLIKO
XWPO TWV HETAAAOVPYLIKWY £pYyaaTNPiwV Kol LETAAAEIWY
otNnV Koada tng Xoupllag - Aypelag AowpewTikig (A" ddon)»
evtaypévo ato Emixelpnotokod Mpoypappo ATTIKH 2014-2020
pe xpnpatodotnon amnod tnv Eupwmaikn Evwon.

MoAAEG apxaieg EYKATAOTATELG OTTOKOAVPONKOV E QVOOKOL-
PLKOVG KOBOPLOMOUG KOl ATIOKATACTAONKOY ETUAEKTIKA. Tov
XWPO SlTPEXEL SIS POUT) ATPOAOUG TIEPLYNONG, Urikoug 1.950pL
pe atdoelg avamovong (Mpdotvn Stadpopn). Mvokideg og GAO
TO MAKOG TNG TIAPEXOVV TIANPOYOPLEG Yla TNV SpaaTNPLO-
TNTA TNV APXAUOTNTA, OAAX KOL OTO VEOTEPO XPOVLIA. AgUTEPN
Stadpopn, n MmAg, uikoug 3604, TTOV KATOANYEL O GTAON
avamonaong, EUTINPETEL KIVNTIKG EUTIOSIIOPEVOUG VOPWTIOUG,.
27O TEPUA TNG, EVNUEPWTIKNA TIVOKISa amevBuveTal o€ avBpw-
TIOUG HE TIPOPARaTA 0TNV Opach. O XWPOG ATOTEAE CUVEXELX
LE TOL EPYOOTNPLA OTOV ETUOKEWIIO APXALOAOYLIKO XWPO TOU
Apupov 1 KoL TO EPYATTNPLOKO CUYKPOTNUA YWWOTO UE TO
apxaio Gvopor AGKANTILOKOV.

Lavreotike peninsula, the southernmost part of Attica, was
in antiquity part of the city-state of Athens. It comprised
seven demes (municipalities): Anaphlystos, Phrearrioi, Bessa,
Amphitrope, Thorikos, Sounion and Atene.

The Agrileza-Souriza valley belonged to the ancient deme
of Sounion and falls into the broader area of the mines
which extends from Cape Sounion to the heights of Plaka
and from Synterina and Harakas to Lavrion and Thorikos.
Souriza concentrates the biggest number of mining galleries
and ore cleansing workshops, which means that it was
an important center for the mining and processing of
argentiferous ore.
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Visitor trails through site.

PN Aladpopn TeEpyNong ylo KvnTika
guTOSILOPEVOLG aVOPWTIOUG,.

Trail accessible by people
with disabilities.



